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President's Message 
Andy Marlow, Hopkins, MN 

When, oh, when can I write a Presidentôs Message without focusing on 

COVID-19? It seems like forever since thatôs been the case. Maybe now is 

the time, as experts say we may be transitioning from a pandemic (a dis-

ease prevalent over a whole country or the world) to a situation where 

COVID-19 is merely endemic (a disease thatôs with us but doesnôt impact 

whole populations, like the common flu). We can only hope. 

Meanwhile, there are spring and summer to look forward to. Here in 

the frozen north, we are still trying to melt the last few inches of snow cov-

er. It has been continuous and deep, providing extremely good insulation 

for slumbering hostas. Every change of season is different. I was surprised 

by a Facebook memory from a year ago in which I had found and photo-

graphed a blooming snow drop. On the same day this year, we still had five 

inches of snow on the ground. 

But I am starting to see reports and photos on Facebook from mem-

bers well south of me, of emerging spring bulbs and shrubs beginning to 

leaf out. We northerners are extremely jealous until we begin to catch up. 

We just need a little bit of patience. 

One thing thatôs certain about the summer ahead is that we will be 

having an in-person AHS national convention here in the Twin Cities in 

June. If you havenôt made the decision to attend yet, thereôs still plenty of 

time. Just visit www.hostavision2022.com and either register online using 

a credit or debit card or print out the registration form and mail it in along 

with your check. We (I am on the planning committee) have lots of great 

tours, speakers and meals planned. We hope you can attend. 

One of the sometimes more challenging parts of being your president 

is filling all the appointive positions of the Society. I was most pleased to 

learn that Danny Lawson, a multi-talented whiz, has changed his mind 

and will continue as Newsletter Coordinator. Danny was simultaneously 

http://www.hostavision2022.com
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Newsletter Coordinator and editor of both the eNewsletter and the Online 

Hosta Journal.  A job change, and a new house needing renovation caused 

him to cut back on his commitment to AHS, but heôs squeezing out the 

time to keep up with his fellow newsletter editors. Danny edits the Wichita 

Hosta Societyôs newsletter, and also serves as the groupsô President. 

New to the AHS leadership team is Dr. Sue Sickels, who I have ap-

pointed as Education Chair. She actually volunteered through the AHS 

website when she retired as a small animal veterinarian. She currently 

serves as Vice President of the Western New York Hosta Society. She 

oversees the group's hoop house which is on her property. Although 

formally trained in veterinary medicine, she serves as the society's 

unofficial scientist, to interpret scientific terms and studies into 

English.  She usually presents one original PowerPoint presentation each 

year. Her hosta garden just reached the "one thousand cultivar" mark last 

summer. 

A more familiar face in AHS leadership is Chuck Zdeb. Heôs been ap-

pointed chair of Hosta Shows. Heôll work with local societies to certify 

their hosta shows, as well as oversee AHS efforts. He previously served as 

Vice President Awards and Honors, and VP Judging and Exhibitions for 

AHS. Heôs been a show judge since 1994. He says, ñI have taught more 

Judges clinics than I can count.ò Chuck has been a member of both AHS 

and the Georgia Hosta Society since 1986. Heôs held most positions within 

the GHS, including President and Treasurer, as well as served on the 

Board of Directors several times. Heôs been involved in most of GHSô leaf 

shows as Show Chair, Classification Chair, and Judges Chair. 
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Meet Your New Board Members... 

Bob Saathoff:   

Vice President Publications  

Bob resides in Topeka, Kansas with a 

garden full of perennials, shrubs and 

trees that are shade tolerant.  600 

Hosta varieties, 50+ Fern varieties, 

70 Japanese Maples and most every-

thing else that grow in part shade.  

In addition to being a Hostaholic he 

picked up the Conifer collecting ad-

diction from attending many Hosta 

Convention garden tours where Co-

nifers were present and the rest is 

history.  With his gardenôs limited 

sun exposure there are now 80+ (and growing) miniature and dwarf Coni-

fer cultivars (some shade tolerant) being tended to. 

 He has a Civil Engineering background with a career at the Kansas 

Department of Transportation, is past Chair of the Friends of Ward-

Meade Board of Directors, is the Ward-Meade Botanical Garden Chair, 

has been an American Hosta Society member for twenty years, is a mem-

ber of the Heartland Hosta and Shade Plant Society in Kansas City and 

played an active role in planning the 2017 AHS Midwest Regional Confer-

ence in Kansas City. 

 Bob has helped develop several public gardens in Topeka and began 

working at the Ward-Meade Botanical Garden in 2013 where he has been 

instrumental is attaining National Display Garden status with the Ameri-

can Hosta Society and American Daylily Society and Reference Garden 

status with the American Conifer Society. 
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My love for hostas has its roots in the 

family farm I grew up on. My mother 

grew a multitude of flowers but the 

ones that impressed me the most were 

a couple of hostas she grew. I just 

loved their graceful cascading mound 

Mary Vertz:   

eNewsletter Editor 

shape. Those hostas were Hosta óLancifoliaô and H. plantaginea.  

 When my husband Terry and I purchased our first house, a piece of 

both migrated to my gardens. I started adding a few other hostas and in 

1986 when we built our current home, all six of my collection came 

along. Some didnôt survive the move, but the original H. óLancifoliaô and 

H. plantaginea still grow in my gardens today. 

Gradually I added a few hostas here and there. Around 2000 when 

we became empty nesters, I was bitten by the óhosta bugô and became a 

óhostaholicô! With more time and money, my hosta collection grew rapid-

ly. Currently our gardens feature over 1,400 different hostas plus numer-

ous shady loving companion plants and of course some sunny gardens 

too.  

Along the way, Iôve become a óseed-a-holicô, each year collecting 

hosta seeds and growing several seedlings. I havenôt reached the level of 

creating my own crosses, but let the bees do the pollinating.  Besides the 

seedlings Iôve started, Mother Nature occasionally surprises me with in-

teresting seedlings and sports that pop-up in our gardens. Last year and 

this year Iôm excited to have registered some of them!  I guess you could 

say, I still have farming in my blood and I havenôt met a hosta I didnôt 

like! 
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About 2005 I discovered a local gardening group dedicated to hos-

tas ï Green and Gold Hosta Society of Northeastern WI. Through them 

Iôve made many hosta friends. At first Terry didnôt come to the meetings 

but I gradually pulled him in to mingle with other óhostaholicsô. He too 

has been bitten by the óhosta bugô but a much smaller one than I have. 

Since then, Iôve ósigned us up for the American Hosta Society and the 

Midwest Regional Hosta Society.  

The 2012 MRHS Convention in Rochester was the first hosta con-

vention we attended. In 2013, the AHS Hosta Convention in Milwaukee, 

was the first national convention we attended. Since then, as time has 

permitted, we have attended numerous MRHS and AHS conventions, al-

ways having a fun time and meeting wonderful people. Now that we are 

retired, it will be easier to squeeze more conventions into our schedule 

and we look forward to attending both in 2022. Our gardens where a 

tour garden for the 2014 Midwest Regional Hosta Society Convention 

and for the 2019 American Hosta Society Convention in Green Bay, WI.   

In 2015, I became the editor of the MRHS Hosta Leaves taking 

over from the talented hands of Floyd Rogers. I enjoy pulling together 

the Spring and Fall editions. In July of 2021 I became editor of the AHS 

eNewsletter, taking over the reins from the capable hands of Danny 

Lawson.  

We love to share our gardens, so if youôre ever passing through 

Wisconsin let us know! 

One of our gardens H. óBackyard Monsterô in one of our gardens. 



 

AHS eNewsletter 8 April 2022 

 

Hostas and Associates 
Glenn Herold, Cedarburg, WI 

Shady Characters 

What do you plant when you have a shady yard? Why, hostas of course! 

Few herbaceous plants tolerate the dense canopy of tall trees better than 

hostas. I planted hostas under all three large trees that shade the front of 

our house. Unfortunately, though, hostas donôt become full size until 

June in Southeast Wisconsin, and if you live where deer routinely wan-

der through your yard, you are serving them lunch. Woodland wildflow-

ers are the perfect solution for deer resistant, early-season color in the 

shade garden, and they make excellent companions for hostas. Let me 

tell you about three of them, all native to Southern Wisconsin.  

Mertensia virginica (Virginia Bluebells) in my hosta garden 

 Virginia Bluebells, 

Mertensia virginica, may 

be the perfect companion 

for hostas. The plant 

emerges early from 

gnarled black-coated deep 

tuberous roots, and quick-

ly grows to a height of 

about two feet. Loose clus-

ters of tubular pink buds 

form on the fragile stems 

and open into trumpet-

shaped blue flowers in April or early May. The plant is pollinated by but-

terflies or bees, the latter often having to perforate the flower tube in or-

der to reach the nectar. Planted in masses, this plant makes a stunning 

early-spring display. 
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 Left on its own, Virginia 
Bluebells will die to the 
ground by midsummer but 
there is an overlap between 
when it is still around and 
hostas are emerging, creating 
an unkempt look. As soon as 
the flowers are faded and fruit 
is forming, I remove the spent 
flower stalks, leaving a few so 
the plant can gradually spread 
throughout the garden.  

 Shooting Star, Dodeca-
theon meadia, now some-
times included in the genus 
Primula, is another spring 
bloomer that I grow 
throughout my hosta beds. 
It is at home in well-drained 
limey soil and will tolerate 
any light condition, making 
it perfect for my part-shade 
hosta garden.  

Dodecatheon meadia (Shooting Star) 

Each flower produces four nutlets and can quickly spread if left on its 
own. I have found that removing the foliage before it dies down has not 
hampered the spring display and dramatically improves the gardenôs ap-
pearance. 

Virginia Bluebells flowers 
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 Another spring de-
light is Twinleaf, Jefferso-
nia diphylla. It is some-
what rare in the wild in 
Wisconsin, being found 
only in scattered counties 
in the southern half of the 
state. Like the two previ-
ous plants, it loves lime-
stone soils. Leaves are 
deeply divided into two 
lobes, giving the appear-
ance of a butterfly.  

Jeffersonia diphylla (Twinleaf) 

Dodecatheon meadia flowers 

The flowers sweep out-
ward and upward, giving 
the impression of a shoot-
ing star. The foliage may 
go dormant in summer 
but even if it persists, it 
will be covered by emerg-
ing hosta leaves. 

Shooting Star forms a basal rosette of leaves, then sends up leafless 
flower stalks to a height of 20 inches. Clusters of flowers, which may be 
lilac, pink, or white, form at the top in April through June.  
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Twinleaf Fruit 

Seeds have food bodies at-
tached to them that ants take 
back to their colonies when 
they are ripe in a process 
called myrmecochory. In do-
ing so, the ants feed their lar-
vae but also spread the seeds 
of Twinleaf.  
This phenomenon is quite 
common throughout the 
world in woodland ephemeral 
plants. After the fruit ripens, 
the foliage gradually goes 

Jeffersonia diphylla flower 

Single, white, cup-shaped 
flowers bloom atop rigid 
leafless stalks. The flowers 
are short-lived, so you 
need to visit your garden 
often in the spring so as 
not to miss this plant in 
bloom. Even if you do 
miss the flowers, take note 
of the fruit. It is a pear-
shaped pod with a lid.  
 

dormant.  

 These, and other woodland wildflowers are ideal for shade gardens. 

Besides hostas, fill your garden with ferns, coral bells, hellebores, astil-

bes, and other shade plants. When you have to work with a short grow-

ing season like we have in Wisconsin, you need to take advantage of eve-

ry plant that extends the time of bloom. I like to call it Jack-in-the-Box 

planting; when one plant goes dormant, another emerges. There is noth-

ing sinister about these shady characters! 

Additional articles on plants and gardening can be found on my blog: https://
TheCottageGardener53012.Wordpress.com 

https://TheCottageGardener53012.Wordpress.com
https://TheCottageGardener53012.Wordpress.com
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GO HOSTAS! 
Warren I. Pollock, Glen Mills, PA 

Southern Blight Disease Can Seriously 
Affect Hostas ð  

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR IT. 

 I am devoting this April 2022 column to the destructive disease called 

Southern Blightðso you will have extensive information on its treat-

ment and prevention if it occurs in your garden or nursery this summer, 

possibly even earlier in late spring. Had this information been in the 

next Go Hostas! column, July 2022. likely it would not have been soon 

enough for application this year. [TIP: Prominently mark your 

ñfavorites listsò with this column for future refence.]  

Southern Blight sclerotia:  

THE CULPRIT.  

 What got my interest last year in 

Southern Blight was my hosta col-

league, Gordon Schloatman, an AHS 

and Delaware Valley Hosta Society 

member. who lives three storiesô down-

stairs of me and grows some great hos-

tas like H. óBlue Angelô, H. óCoast to 

Coastô and H. óRevolutionô in a 35 sq. 

foot plot of land across from his outside 

apartment entrance, had serious dis-

ease issue(s).  

 Partly, his hostas seemed to be af-

fected by Southern Blight which is a se-

rious fungal disease. But significantly 

also, there was a serious destructive 

bacterial disease called ñsoft rot.ò  
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 Seemingly, Hostadomôs reigning authority on Southern Blight treat-

ment and prevention is Bill Meyer, Woodbury, Connecticut, co-proprietor 

with Carol Brashear of the poplar, extensive photo gallery in Hosta Li-

brary. Some ten years ago Bill authored a super essay titled ñA Southern 

Blight Strategyò, publishing it in the online Hosta Library Reading Room. 

Very possibly you didnôt know this gem resource existed or paid much at-

tention to it. If so, discover it! It has a wealth of cultural information not 

found elsewhere.  

 Though dated August 2010, Billôs land-mark article still has a five-star 

technical rating. With his permission, I am reprinting much of the contents 

here, adding new information that I assembled:   

A SOUTHERN BLIGHT STRAGEY  

by Bill Meyer 

with addenda by Warren I. Pollock 

The fungus called Southern Blight has 

a variety of common names, but the 

scientific name is Sclerotium rolfsii. It 

was named for Peter Henry Rolfs, who 

first found it in tomato fields in Flori-

da in 1892. It has been a significant 

crop pest in warmer parts of the 

world, but is generally controlled 

these days, mainly by use of preventa-

tive fungicides. 

 In the mid-1990s, Southern 

Blight started to become a problem in many hosta gardens. It was gener-

ally thought of as a warm-climate pest, but gardens in even some of the 

colder parts of North America have had infections. It is now often a fre-

quent complaint of gardeners who collect plants from many sources, 

both gardens and nurseries. 
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Common Strategies 

 Bill stated that once Southern Blight gets into a garden, it can reap-

pear almost anywhere in subsequent years. In the Carol Brashear-Bill 

Meyer garden in Connecticut, it would hit one hosta, then another a 

hundred feet away in a different part of the garden without appearing 

anywhere in between. For this reason, preventative measures would 

have to include the entire garden to be sure they are effective. 

 Drenches with fungicides are basically the only way to prevent the 

fungus from getting started in the garden. This will be expensive for 

large gardening areas and may be unattractive to many for the sheer 

amount and expense of chemicals used. It will be effective if reapplied at 

the intervals specified on the label, as the fungus is not especially hard to 

kill. 

 A variety of fungicides work satisfactorily for treatment and control 

of Southern Blight. But these days the fungicide tebuconazole (1,2-

propanediol), which is sold in many retail nurseries, DIY box stores 

and also online, is the prime choice for home gardeners and small-size 

nurseries.              

 Tebuconazole fungicide is extensively marketed by 

BioAdvancedÈða small semi-independent company 

spun off from the huge Bayer Crop Science complex 

headquartered in North Carolina, who recently pur-

chased Monsanto chemical in St. Louis, and now owns 

the herbicide ñRoundupò brand name. 

 The product is simply labeled ñDisease Control for 

Rose, Flowers & Shrubs - 32 ounce concentrate.ò It 

comes in an easily identified blue container.  It is 2.9 

percent by weight fungicide and makes 42 gallons of 

spray. Cost per container is usually cited as $17.50. 

 The containerôs label states the product controls Southern Blight. 

Bill pointed out that the actual process of drenching the entire garden is 
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labor-intensive, expensive, and not something he recommends for sever-

al reasons. It will work, but it is better suited to the growing of annual 

crops. For those who want to try it anyway, he recommends keeping the 

fungicides off of hosta leaves as the product is an oil which will turn  

blue leaves green.  

 The life cycle of Sclerotium rolfsii gives a clear understanding of 

what we are dealing with as hosta gardeners. In many ways the fungus 

closely resembles an annual weed. Billôs strategy was based on this simi-

larity.  

 What he did in his garden was to start watching for the fungus to 

attack a hosta. This is usually very clear if you watch for it. Around the 

middle of June when the weather has warmed up completely, he began 

watching for any hosta leaves that have fallen over and are lying on the 

ground. Several things can cause this, and they should be ruled out be-

fore treating for Southern Blight.  

 Hosta petioles sometimes 

are chewed through above the soil 

line by slugs or some mammal 

or broken by falling branches or care-

less gardeners or their pets. Damage 

from voles or mice or diseases that 

kill the rhizome of the plant can also 

lead to leaves collapsing.  

 To see if Southern Blight is the cause, look carefully at the base of 

the leaf. The petiole tissue will be soft and rotting right where it meets 

the ground, not just below ground, and there will be some of the white 

hyphae noticeable. If the attack of the fungus has been caught at this 

stage, there will be none of the seedlike sclerotia present. 

 It will normally take from four days to a week or so before the first 

leaf drops to the ground and for the fungus to mature and produce its 

sclerotia. This is by far the best time to treat the problem. If the sclerotia 

Stopping sclerotia 

formation is the key 

to getting Southern 

Blight out of the gar-

den permanently 
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have formed, it becomes much more difficult.  

 As stated, if prior to the sclerotia forming, Southern Blight is very 

much like an annual weed in bloom. Like all such weed: If it is al-

lowed to set ñseedò it will surely be back again next year. 

 Although it is possible for Southern Blight sclerotia to survive for 

several years in the soil, they will normally germinate the following sum-

mer, so eliminating it before it can set ñseedò is the key to ridding the 

garden of the pest once and for all. 

 If Sclerotium rolfsii is caught 

prior to setting its little progeny, a 

simple drench with tebuconazole fun-

gicideðalso ñCloroxòðwill quickly 

and effectively kill it. Once should be 

enough, but it canôt hurt to watch the plant closely for another week or 

two for any signs the fungus still lives. It does not go very deep into the 

soil so just drenching enough to penetrate an inch into the soil should be 

enough. If you can kill it every time it appears before any sclerotia have 

set, the odds are very good it will not be back next year. If it does show 

up again the next year, repeating the process should finish it off. 

 If it has set sclerotia, by the time you discovered the problem there 

are hundreds of little brown mustard-seed-like bodies nestled in a large 

flat mass of white mycelium.  All efforts then must first be directed at 

cleaning up the sclerotia as completely as possible. Any that escape will 

germinate the following year and start the problem up again. 

 Carefully remove the affected leaves of the hosta and place them 

into a plastic trash bag. Then clean up all the soil around the base of 

the plant. Some have suggested a hand-held vacuum cleaner to pick up 

the sclerotia. When the sclerotia have been cleaned up as thoroughly as 

possible, scrape off the top inch or so of soil and add it to the trash bag. 

Only when you are sure you have done all you can to clean up the sclero-

tia is it time to drench with fungicide. 

Keep fungicide on 

hand to treat when 

Southern Blight  

appears  
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  It is not necessary to dig up the hosta at this point, as little can be 

done to improve its condition. Usually, the affected plant will recover to 

some extent, but the loss of too many leaves will set the plant back con-

siderably. Sometimes the hosta will die, possibly from some damage the 

fungus did. In the Southern Blight attacks Bill dealt with, about one 

fourth of the hostas died, while some survived only as small pieces. The 

damage done is considerable if not caught early. 

 Alternatives  

 Some suggest the use of bleach to drench and clean up the affected 

hostas. Bleach also will kill Sclerotium rolfsii very effectivelyðbut 

bleach is a caustic chemical that will also do further damage to the hosta 

in the process. As the plant has already been badly damaged by the fun-

gus itself, the use of a caustic chemical that does further damage is coun-

terproductive, in his opinion. Tebuconazole fungicide is the better 

choice for saving the plant.   

 For those who are opposed to any chemical controls in the garden, 

there seem to be no good alternatives. Bill suggested being vigilant: cut 

any petioles that have been penetrated by the fungus below the attacked 

area as near to the rhizome as possible. Then let the plant dry in the sun 

for several hours. Pouring boiling water into the soil where the plant 

was, may eliminate the fungus in the soil if the soil warmed enough. 

 After several years of battling outbreaks of Southern Blight in the 

garden, Bill believed he was successful in eliminating it from the garden. 

There is always the chance it will come back on a new plant.  So, he con-

tinued to keep an eye out for any leaves that are lying down. Sclerotium 

rolfsii can be eliminated in the garden with some vigilance and minor 

use of fungicide. 

 Tebuconazole is a systemic fungicide; it works inside the leaves. 

However, it lasts only about two weeks. BioAdvanced recommends reap-

plication every two weeks. 

 BUT it limits applications to no more than three times during the 
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year. The fungicide should dry completely on the leaves before it rains 

on them or the garden is watered. 

 According to advertisement on the Internet, BioAdvanced ñDisease 

Control for Roses, Flowers and Shurbsò is not sold in New York State. 

The TECHNICAL SUPPORT PHONE NUMBER FOR BioAdvanced is 1-

877-229-3724.  

 

END NOTE: As a follow-up item on the disease prob-

lem(s) in Gordon Schloatmanôs hosta garden, he has 

been asked to describe what corrective/preventative 

actions he took last year and this spring in an autumn 

GO HOSTAS! 2022 column.  

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS? Your experiences re-

quested. 

 At the end of the January 2022 Go Hostas! column, I asked readers 

who have irrigation systemsðpop-up and drip systems either DIY or 

commercially installedðfor their plus/minus experiences. Iôd like more 

responses. You can contact me at giboshiwip@aol.com. 

GO HOSTAS! 

mailto:giboshiwip@aol.com
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Book Notice 
Clyde Crockett, Carmel, IN 

Mark Zilisô Field Guide To Hostas 

Written by Mark Zilis 

Q & Z Nursery, Inc.: 2014 

A great ñIntroductionò starts things 

off promisingly, where, in just 28 

pages, the essentials of hosta histo-

ry, taxonomy, species in the wild 

and in cultivation, nomenclature, 

hosta societies, registration of culti-

vars, and cultivation basics are pre-

sented. All is done in an agreeable 

concise style accompanied by excel-

lent photography. ñTaxonomy of the 

Genus Hostaò, my favorite sub-part, 

clarifies what can be a murky sub-

jectðthe naming of hosta species 

and traces the various additions, de-

letions and changes from Maekawa 

to Schmid . Photos of the species in 

their natural habitats are an added nice touch.  

Having been introduced, we turn to two sections that deserve spe-

cial mention; one on trees, shrubs and vines, and the other on compan-

ion plants, which to the hostaphile includes all other plants on Earth! In 

these sections a number of interesting suggestions are found but there is 

much more included in the remarkable Appendix. First, ñCompatibility 

of Trees, Shrubs and Vines With Hostas In Shade Gardensò is a rating (1 

to 10) of the compatibility of 68 trees, 33 shrubs and 12 vines.  
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Next is a list of 52 recommended companion plants noting the type 

(ground cover, flowering perennial or fern), the name, and, importantly, 

the authors notes. For example, the note with Arisaema dracontium pro-

vides ñgreat in deep shade; interesting flowers; good with hostas; native 

to North America.ò 

Other topics in the Appendix include ñHosta Starter Collectionsò, 

one of which is a list of suggestions for gifts to your gardening friends 

and ñGetting Hooked on Hostasò, a collection of some unusual but beau-

tiful varieties that ensure a friend will get the bug!  

The heart of the book, ñHosta Descriptionsò, comprises 285 pages 

A typical description with authorôs comments . 
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featuring detailed descriptions of 272 hostas. Everything you probably want 

to know about a particular plant and even more, accompanies each entry: 

origin, mound (height, width, habit), leaves, flowers, fertility, growth rate, 

similar types, botanical forms, significant sports, and significant seedlings. 

These various categories are fully explained and sometimes amplified in an 

explanatory preface. With each plant there are comments by the author. 

These are particularly enlightening and add a welcome personal element.  

The book ends with ñHosta Facts and Anomaliesò. First thing men-

tioned: ñMore than 8500 types of hostas existò. Of these, Mark Zilis has in-

troduced over 300. Additionally, he is a prolific author and a distinguished 

member of the American Hosta Society. You will very much enjoy this book 

of his. 

Happy Gardening, 

Clyde 

H. óCalifornia Goldrushô, M. Zilis, 2010 

 (Photo by Mary Vertz) 

H. óDinner Mintô, M. Zilis, 2011 

 (Photo by Mary Vertz) 

H. óJusticeô, M. Zilis, 2010 

 (Photo by Mary Vertz) H
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