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Presi dent' s Mes s a

Andy Mar |l ow, Hopki ns, MN

The end of a year and the beginning
tion and anticipation. Looking back
spite the continuing pandemic. We ha
el ected new officers to selfThe Host at
nadnd eNewsl etters arrivedpeariggdn Bmar
meeting in the Twin Cities, with jus
home. And the board adopted plans th
years to add value to your member shi
the American Hosta Society. Stay tun

And what should we anticipate for 20
Il per son annual conventitsi ohna pipre ntiwog yre a
backyard of the Twin Cities. The Min
has been champing at the Dbit ever si
vention. Most of the same events are
speakers were eager to renew their <c
attend-1Jlune 8

| easy to register. Just visit to c
WWw. hostavisiaon20®022]lcomt the online
can pay online by credit or debit <ca
along with your check. A registratio
| ssuleheofHosta Journal

Personal l vy, | al s® haegsel atf ewsNeWNuMé
nally get al/l my hostas | abel ed. | h

t wo or three years and have made som
the aid of friends more knowl edgeabl
ties whose names have been forgotten

My ot her garden resolution is to sus
the growing season. My enthusiasm br
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| ose some steam (am | mixing metapho
benefit of the weeds.

As President of AHS, my resolution I
fill ed.
Toward that goal, | have appointed P

AHS Club Liaison. She says she has a
Hostaln 2013 she and her Dbrother pur
operated the business together until
she was a member of the Centcrhaali rl lolfi

Mi dwest Regi onal Hosta Convention 1in
received a Presidential Award for he
for AHS. She currently Ilives in Wave
honored to be given the opportunity
But the positions of Parliamentarian
Gardens Chair, Newsl etter Coordinato
open.&Thatot of jobs to fill, but we
you are one of those and iIinterested
me. Or i f you know of someone who wo
wi | | not tell who pushed them forwar
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Me et Your New Board Member

Phyl Il i1 s Wei dman:
Vice President Me mber Ser

My | ove affair with hostas started 4
Ohi o. Nanch,NG@inlclygi 6y dndamed f or her, T
Handy Hatfield. They encouraged my

host a. Il n 1995 we relocated to St.
I n our new gardens. That same year

and attended our first AHS Conventio
joined the | ocal soci ety and started
Il ngs, winter scientific meetings, an

| wa-€£h&@or of the AHS Convention in 2
Show in 2016. | t was exciting to sh
ship. Showing off hostas to | ots o
Mi ssour i Botani cal Gar den. Vol unt ee
the hosta area. |t i s with great oy

Locally | have been member of the St
ficesmanuwdrrnently president. Startin
Chair of the National Di spl ay Gar den
hosta enthusiasts all over the count
Di spl ay Gardd etnh.e Wow fl Member Servi ce
able to give to members the services
AHS.
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and Assoc.i

Cedar burg, WI

|l t'"s easy for me to talk about this
voriteHioess Regal Splendor' was found
Wal ters Gardens in 1987 wiklteretapag
the great characteristics -whHi tided sep@e

H.®Regal S®!l endor
Photo by Gl enn Herold

H.&kegal Splendor’ I s a |l arge plant al
vase shape, keeping the | eaves-gumgean
to dark green wit-Wwhiat g e¢d@ev. t Dheredqgrn
i nch wide at the base and tapers to

are wavy, thick, and have a substant
FI owers are | avender and form in Jul
reach a height of 5 feet. THHosstcacaharia
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oOwhn
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scewkBich Iis one of the parents of
duce pods, so breeding with it 1is

H.Kr ossabd Regal
Photo by Gl enn Herold

ugh there ard.Kmasygas@Regias ' of very
nd on ' Regal Splendor ' . ' Regal Af
te edge surrounding a green cente
, though. ' Regal Spl endor Spl ash,
streaked for ms. Usually, streake
h these three. None of the above
ugh | would consider planting ' Zi

ause of i1its wupright growth habit,
wavy HmaRreggian, Sp |l e ncdaotrc' h eirs iann tehyee
next to iIits parent 'Krossa Regal
de pl ant s. | guarantee it will be

ters Gardens ticydarbrian eldu gihreda s 7i5n
1946 by Dennis Walters. Prior to

ked as a gardener at Knoll Farm |
attracted to and eventually marr
ers. Together, they bought out Kn

t exists todaryot Wemnur) @ifnde nmiim | n
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Denni s Walters was known as an i nnoyv

dens was one of the first in the ind
than going into retail, they special
plug perennials. They continued to e
1500 acres. A major change occurred
greenhouse producti on This expansi o
gence of tissue culture as a reliabl
was having trouble with diseases in
professors at Michigan State Univers
| ab. Most of the other staff at Wal'@t
Dennis saw it as the wave of the fut
sq. ft. of greenhouse space and prod
year .

Wal ters Gardens is heavily invol ved
sen now the director. Over their 75
pl amt , Ssawummer ®dteomm t heir first hyb
Many are available through their par

Some of their host aHoisn#tartoudmc & Bpriodswio m ¢ch
Lalb&t 6 hedd Wil alstsy ONReWsad SPpIietnldyd( S threi n
2021 AHS conv dmrtairen oPBIWHta)y @ahni deL a

LéA@&You can be as®egat ©Gdgah epnldabnitk et hat
oped at Walters Gardens wi | be a pr

z

Mary Verlt

H.Baﬁckya.rdﬁMonste'
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GO HOSTAS!

Warren | . Pol |l oc k, Gl en Mil Il s,

GO HOSTAS!

The Other Critical Wi n-
Temperat u#4dA F26( 5.A6 C)

Certainly, everyone in Hostadomfdé&now
gree Celsius) is the freezing temper
icritical winteousend dxtmpresiaveaelry i n c

ture® thntbpdat known by most gHaorsdiean e rss.. F
424 4A( %66 7A C) .

This tiempédreat urebebowillkdsted roots ar
|l n ot hehowbtomdsno | onger seek water f
Il st elntc eitse mpheer at ure above which host a
ent s.

Yod I nottece mperiast aam ge not a singl e temg
sulted with sever al highly regarded
were aware of this critical temperat

studies to determine thhey teaelmp ataled wg
probably between 4@&Al astodAt Fivsdhaes
temperfaourleos24adsA. aFs

My first experience with this&@submedo
hosta nursery in Ter Aar, The Nether
cussion weKar@me osluksa  rdi.n

Il n 1999, Bbé BbsbDas Jeoduirtnoarl, r egi st er
namard® a spalrte pe 8Sulz 8t ue dhoaommed
Bod wi f e. |l n 2005, Gerard Heemsker k,
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hemerocal |l is wholesale nursery in No

H.&Karbnmmed f or one of hi s -vdaaru gehgtaetresd.
oHAnmMg Heemskerk introduction regis

HAnMeot patented, is consi Kan@Gggotrd -
ed fAom&ard a8 considered tetraploid,
Kardn 2002: Uu.SsS. PP12,663 and Europe

%

Fig B k WAL T

H.&Kardi(nPhot o Carl Brashear)

AH® News |l etter 10 January 202



I ¥ e known Marco since he and his wif.
convention in Peori a, l' 11 1T noi s, i n 1
We must have spent well over ans hmeaw
i n European Hostadom and what some i

Since®larfikamd my garden and it 1 S amon
Marco &boduhat Heemskeerk recently in
I f | hddarosererear t han i n phivdodie. t hemne @
i f | would | i ke a cl ump. | , of cour

woulddnbe back i n America to fildtana pioc
| edle ent husi astifctahbyerdésipb@Mastgc.o us

a Dutch word for & hreed¢alcl | whgt biut Wwa
He asked me to foll ow hi pl etsos awistnia |dl«
ticeably |l ocked. |t was refrigerated
containing dormant hosta c¢l| Wapréi,n Mar
opened it andditwvwioki-ombbacé wmp.

Handing it tidr metohkespi dt cool dur i
and going home. Pl ant itdasbaoknioasA

| asked Mar co wWwhate niphea alt wirlethibvagt @ed
gr edHe., of cour se, Cmad @mhu soChe | iss ush o WBtA

heit. (I need to mention it was Augu
nursery was about 75AF [23.9A C].)
Wh e n arrived home, Khrdlmmeadioaitt e It ywop

had

I
| eaves IiHNK atdus dainfcfe el cerrgkhafo® aame a v
are da

rk green, Kae@mylgliwbe he whHpee e

Wal ters Gardens, |l nc., the huge whol
Mi chi gan, has refrigerated rooms for
cific plants go in them, when and fo
ipated markets6s u pfalnsdd e mand f orecast s.

WGEB facil it iceosolaerriésr eaanitllene dl .at e Novemb
when | wr ot e fctohoilbsgeistee mett mé 35A and
2. 28 w)l | betbblwet her i ti cal wionltheer t i me
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freewere set at -2&X AalmdidA 300 A& cothece s
principally used when there -@&h be
icoolbeamd -mnt d chemicals are required.

The florist i ndustry iIimtbert wcatklkytd
per aaglumethe big flower display cases
mar ket specialty stores, temperature
2.2A C). Their refrigeration control
phisticatedl mnalddiet i @am,| ehumi dity | ev
needed for cut flowers, and there 1iIs
show cases, al so.

| f you are wondering what the temper
probably it is 40A F (4.4A C) or a b
er i sOdaebgoruetk7 F8 A C) or thereabout s.

Keen hosta gardener s sheo uludo bkéndorw waibnof
ti me tempmerrdatudnvéhe zet he winter and ea
begins waordmi mgntuiponing it 1@GOtHOST AR
col uman asarly heads up of what you n
start to become acti vVEhafGOXHOASTASF
umn i s i n akgribly 2thz2Z your hostas wil

This i soft hembadre hostas start to bec:
the outdoor temperature i-44AdRett hfan
32A F nor at temperatures beltdhedn 32
Si mply, at -4adblouR adm2d greater, your h
TER, WATER, WNAnM&Ral so fertil&dzheéfone
you Ssee pips on the crowns.

| cannot enough stress the I mportanc
weat her war ms44tAo FabouWthahhZ es are your
tering in a somewhat dry Dheyw |l wamt |w

tetf you hand water with a hose, be
guite some ti me. | f you have an i nst
end of this column], | eave it on fo

AH® News |l etter 12 January 202



Over thé&eyeadld elcted a bunch of excus
me when | state they need to copious
ature warmotthprt crtihe cal wint @S5bmme
exampBes: my TV weat herman (now often
are expected | ate today or t@imiormraiwn
for several a&aBArse | asb0%Wet€hr ecoaMiit eldr -
ri gati on @s ytsutrenmeaP sonrh aypest .t he niaks twabyi z
too early for me toobe outside in th

Forget feeble excuses especially 1nv
your own initiative WATER, WATER and

I mention that your hostas also need
organi c gardening pri niciupsle sor gheomied h

itialywhen | feed my hostas afTthars tilse ibre
some vital constituents i n many orga
vert to nutriensslublansitanhiecwwatrerr
mi nerals i mmediat el y.-c dNlofisé dbwificio nitnriadlil
-r el éfasret i | i zer s. | ap.pl i mophhewanmnmetdda r-
ateel ease of N, P, K and other el eme

use -MrooWactleer Sol ubl e Toma®&ad )Plagantab

I

full strength. |t cemhanceGEmeaabi oo
and i mproves fl ower blooming. The Mg
from Epsom salt which iIis hydrated ma
t hat Epsom salt helps plants grod bu
butwel never seen these scientifically
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Rocks, Gr av el & ot her Stuf f I n t
DO NOT | MPROVE POT DRAI NAGE

The August 2020 issue of GHostt aT PP

Il ngeas a most i nteri@ebunkgi agt Gareéeeni m
Myth #6: Gr avel | mMproves pot drainag
Mary L. (Aplbaretcphnto @gEmiaHS . @Cocommuni cati or
aut hored i1t. Many thanks to her for

| mage&sO IHHOS BAS! for discussions we ha
-faceted subject.

Dr . Alrmexeeihued a Bachelor of Science
ture from Rutgers University in 1975
ture from The Ohio SThae Yyeawvesbetijyo
ty of Kansas State University. |l n 19
Tenneiskreexvil |l e Helaec ohi ndpe Depart men
Horticulture and Landscape Design at
a horticulture department in the Uni
named a fellow in the American Soci e

now retired.

A all about thesbkeiWwr pthg simsher f a:
Potting mixes sold in garden center ¢
porosity and optional water hol ding
ter to survive. The Dbottom of cont ai

wettest due t dapewmhcahte d swaictae tl eids balc e e at
bottom ofevemhetpotugh theredPescomednai n
@at hér ed.

The wettest soil is Gravel moves the wet-

at the bottom, test soil up in the pot,
closerto the roots,
which can lead to rot.
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Aif you add gravel to the bottom of
St yr offpoaacnk i ng elelanwdws ,are doing is re
The result is | ess capacity to hold

Afry this experiment-poRPe@t tsiprag emioX klea s
space holds the water once the mix h
pore space once the water drains out
cr-and maore spaces. The sponge I s st
hard as yod kemauslihadf t he wat erpotrhea
space.

Mow take a sponge and get it good ar
sion (the thickness of the sponge) i

But @dosxsqueeze MOheespbngtops dripping
the width is vertical. Water will ag
the sponge so t he &llenfgitnhd iesv evne rma rcea |1

iwel I, think of the sponge as the defg
wi | | be more eSbdbi@domhordeai hahagedepth
adding rocks, gravel and other items
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| asked Dr. Al brecht how can you inc
bl 882dd materials throughoutshd Iredpanr

ArThis will increase the air spac8y i
mi Xi ng coarse matermhi als wiotme thlae diwiome
potting mix, you-pare epaati agdmaedac
space and actwually I mprovi ngodreaiémag

iMfhe key to not putting gravel etc. i
inate the perched water table. The increasein macro-pore spaceis abonus.

Think about the sponges. You aren't
to mpore space balance, just changin
on which gravity pulls the water thr
ter the drainage. So, inoessence, ca

The Effect of t he Perched Water T a
Gr avel Under neat h

correct moisture level

Perched
Water
Table

layer of
water saturated zone gravel or
at bottom of pot stones

The myth of gravel at the bottom of

from water running through gravel f a
hol ds water better than gravaeil .r Soid
of gravel, or out of the pot, or any
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Most | mplohe téamai,ndge hole at the bott
ers needs to be coveredaj dstacéhn omwdgh ¢
can flow freely through the pot. Dra
pl ant roots from growing through the

|l n the past, Ogasrpkeniand ybadksse ddarect
often advised a single rock or shard

uni versal drainage advice is adding
pot. Not sur @rihsigrhg yi nc otmromeay i al wor |
pul veri zed gravel are marketed on th
pof®r I mproved drainage!

John Baker and partner June EColTheyri
den is the truly hortincthud thhammadi wep nHde
decin Lindford, Hampshire. | t 3h2a0s0 pplos
of which over 12000 are hostas

John Baker, who serves as The B®&itis
secretary, authored an eX&oceiln g vitem cRanm
Spring 2020, V®@HHBe JbD,p aigsedbu®®ivbb i c h |
hi ghly redadmimemgd.dr ai nage mat eriohks t
wr ofies, hel pf ul particul &% el Wave euccaée:
recycled Styrofoam materiocal s broken

These days it seems the most widely
versally iIs insect/ bug window screen
SinGe iintert to pe&Gtddemmgganddpeshably
Al | my containers with hostas plante

fiberglass window screen covering th

Hosta gardeners have used other mate

cardboard, paper coffee filter, brok
the aromatic | aundry dryer sheet whi
ally, drainage hole coverings al so s

t hrough the hol es.
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Appropriately, John Bhkhengsoaat &ad &n
cannot overwater hostas growing in p
open dr ai oldeg ef throtl ledE.n saudrdee dt:hat wat er
out of the bottom of theopots after

Good practice iIis to routinely check
good practice iIis not to have the pot
el evate them a bit, which wil!/ have
vating containers is it poédrmi hsngast®¥
tion can be as thintcthl § adbouab dut8 3JIvml) 6
gardened i n W I mington, Del awar e, I
ers off the ground.

I now | ive I n Glen Mill s, Pennsyl van
stead of elevating the containers, I
drain water. This permits me to easi

The saucers are emptied as needed.

John al soiWateespkdnts welddf arne |talteey a
dor maHots.t as require very Ilittle extr:
the | eaves have gone down.

I need to mention that there are som
cerning perched water table in garde
ticul ar, I recommend those written b
erative Extensions in University of

bradkacol n. Al so recommendPdkricsh edo UM
Tabla&ySo?I|l ScieaotfiGat dAshhgyypodC€Castda
nel

From these presentati oints, didd eldarnvtee rt eos tl
or gravel that are pl akNY laaydermheofbod
wi || contribute towardksucah paesr cah edd fw e
mi x, soda beverage cans and gol f bal
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I have an advanced sci entfiufnidca nbeanctkagd rl
trust &sleventaeml|l &@sprrobing, 1T nquisitiyv
to query Tony Avent, the highly rega
Nursery in Raleigh, Nor t8h aCa rod Idi nfar,i ¢
generalttglat e op horticultur al Sscienc

Afonoy , humbl y farreq wiorued,n favor of addi
Styrofoam such as packaging peanut s
tainers, coveritnag itrhper adwe i @o th odreasi,na

Hi s redipodicik:now any educated gardene
such a ridiculous i dea. This reduces
reducing the depth of similar mater.]
watéssroi | PLhOyls.i0c s

BOTTOM LIIfNEyou have been potting youl

rocks, gravel or other materials 1iIn
and have been satisfied with theitqua
seems you have a critical deci sion t

Physics 101 and continue t@ridofwhate
ting of host ad iim ncadimed ianhaegpe sst uf f

| am interested to &modwwlihaaseéol kREod
me My emai | gddmweshs wi g @aol . com

END NOITkE:t he Fal |l THR& 2Ho s tsas\Wcklowma ab 2,

berB&b Ol son, its editor, aer @i weey
on paegdl3s. Ut detdBaidlosnewhoavterhe he years
ticularly with bags of | eaves coveri
Bob Ol son Iives in Minnesot a; | | ive
del phia. Winters are colder, more se
si de. My hostas are in containers on
tection other than shredded hardwood
tainers, which are sites where water

zen hosta crowns and roots resulting
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Two overwintering s2ad2 ewi nd d dn dBmnik m

They are in markedly different regio
tober GDOHDSTASUumMn, | plan to review
Maybe there will be enough i1 nfor mat.i

on overwintering.

HOME | RRI GATI ON SYSTEMS:
Pl uses, mi huses and mor e

& ti neeO fHOSTAShave an encompassing
TI ON SYSTEMS. | f-u py osup rhiantkelu éae ,p@dor iop h e
Mmut onawBtering system in your garden,
DI'Y or @b atplp,r elci at e y o ugri bcoosnhti anc tpi@eago | r

GO HOSTAS!
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Car mel

SHADE deas and i nspirations f
Written by Keith Wiley

Published by Timber Press, |l nc.: 200
Our Notice beginE with the_ s tion

Wi | d Woodl| éGamd S HEaEEL:
troduction of a SIS
preferowomade nder
i nvited to visit
forest or a |ike Ideas and ‘iﬁ§‘pvirqt'ién“;<;r sl'riqdy gar
trees. Of most @& R s g Kenh
this wild woodl at
shade. We see or|
growing there ang
woul d | ook good Y,
taking account oSS
roots and such, B
some way of the
was somewhat puz
section was 1 ncl : , o A
real i ze that al t (RS Pt e |y
igar deobioo g, it i

about what i s ep
opening sentence:

.......

A garden without shade is incomplete
t hat dappled Iight and dark shadows
si toes.

What we have here is a panegyric to
l' y notes i s ticehidadtlalkysdd haaft ctivipaatt a ® n h
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er s, f eel I n those cheri shed moment s
to emerge.

After a visit to some tantalizing wo
stop neXtouatt rtym@&Ghairdemer m i s used to
area where one Is not restricted by
es, and other restrictive and confin
can do a |l ot of i1 nteresting things s
recreation of the natwural world or o

l ncorporate aemamaisaielsarasp laaaryton e ?

Few of us have our own woodl| andhome c

| Wr ban Ré&dterfeiantesd as what 1 s fpfranvialtiea rg
dens i-mpbadalémhst hi s section there is |
tions on constructing with plants wh
the dwelling, or perhaps cr esautrifnagc ian (
amply covered here as wiEbhitdakandsaap
Here we find information on using wa
del i ghtful part on inspirational I de
skipp&#driiscal 6f Eladmenting t he use of pe
designer fences for not only interes

The bul k of the bookdPtansssFeroHhade
that part of a gardening book that mn

Here there is more than atnoladrpahratb efli
secti dhsadon Pl antbLrlémt NadR ISéhratdien go | n
which includes the use of containers
CombiningosSewldiech principally deal s
i n varying shady conditions, from ||
1 ant DoOdrievcitdoerdy i nt o sections on tre
bul bs, grasses, and ferns. Hostas ar

i ng of sel ected vadroineet iiensd.e xT hwehriec hi si
have.

The photographs are not only numerou
breathtaking. What is most striking
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highly is the writing. Here one find

i n this case, to shade. The author,
den creator, is to be congratul ated
atur e.

Happy Gardening,
Clyde

fiHost as at The Gariden House, De
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