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President's Message 
Andy Marlow, Hopkins, MN 

Summer has made an early and abrupt appearance in Minnesota this year. 

Itôs still the first half of June and, as I write this, weôre on the eighth day of 

a projected nine in a row of temperatures over 90 degrees. We hit 99 earlier 

in the week and itôs a scramble to keep up with all the watering needs of my 

hostas and the other annuals and perennials in our gardens. Typically, we 

see highs in the upper 70s to low 80s this time of year. So far, my hostas 

have not sufferedðin fact, they are looking about as well as they ever have. 

Too bad the weeds are doing the same! 

I am looking forward to the AHS National Convention later this month. It 

will be a truly unique experience for us all. My great admiration does out to 

Don Rawson, Ed Steinbrecher, and their steering committee. Thereôs a 

fairly complete template in place for organizing and running an in-person 

convention, but these fine folks are having to make it all up as they learn 

what needs to be done. Iôm sure there will be technological challenges, but 

Iôm also certain they will surmount those challenges and present us with a 

fulfilling experience. 

It makes we wish we had been able to turn the 2020 convention into a vir-

tual event, but we lacked two things the Michigan folks had: time to pivot to 

a plan B and peopleôs comfort with virtual events. It became apparent the in

-person convention would have to be cancelled just a couple of months be-

fore it was scheduled to take place. Not enough time to implement a plan B, 

even if we had had one. Who could have anticipated the events that were 

unfolding? When we polled our committee and the AHS Board of Directors 

there was practically zero enthusiasm for a virtual convention. In the inter-

vening year, people have become relatively comfortable with using ZOOM 

and all its competitors to attend events that could not be held in person. 

While Iôm on the subject of conventions, Iôd like all of our local and regional 

societies to do a little soul searching and see if you canôt bring yourselves to 
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consider hosting an AHS convention. We have the next two years all lined 

up ï the Twin Cities in 2022 and Ames, Iowa in 2023 ï but after that the 

schedule is blank. Yes, itôs a bit of work. But there are lots of benefits, too. 

Bringing together a team to put on the convention draws more of your 

members into an active role in your society. You get to show off your city or 

region to AHS members from all across the country. National hosta vendors 

come to town so you can shop directly for some of the finest plants youôll 

ever see. There is a template, in fact a whole book, on planning a conven-

tion, so you donôt have to invent the whole experience like Michigan is do-

ing. If you have even an inkling that you would like or be able to host the 

2024 convention, please contact Executive Vice President Tammy Borden. 

There will be a changing of the guards of sorts at this yearôs convention. 

Several long time AHS officers will be stepping down, some due to term 

limits and at least one after devoting almost two decades to the job. Most 

AHS offices are limited to two two-year terms, I want to thank Vice Presi-

dent Judging Michael Greanya, VP Genus Hosta Jim Henry, VP Member 

Services Sandy Klausman and VP Publications Barry Ankeny for their faith-

ful service and thoughtful contributions to our society. But I especially want 

to thank Sandie Markland for serving 18 years as Membership Secretary. 

All through its ups and downs, Sandie kept accurate and timely track of our 

membership. She has been a vital member of our leadership team. 

H. óDancing Queenô 

Photo by Mary Vertz 

H. óJabulaniô 

Photo by Mary Vertz 
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Hostas and Associates 
Glenn Herold, Cedarburg, WI 

óJuneô: 2001 Hosta of the Year 

Anything that comes from 
'Halcyon,' one of Eric Smith's 
famed Tardiana Group, and one 
of my favorite blue hostas, has 
got to be good. So, it is with 
'June,' perennially #1 in the 
American Hosta Society Populari-
ty poll. NEO Plants of England 
found it while propagating 
'Halcyon' by tissue culture and 
registered it in 1991.  H. óHalcyonô   

Photo by Glenn Herold 

'June' is a medium sized hosta 
that matures rapidly into a 
clump. The blue-green color of 
'Halcyon' remains on the half-
inch margin, but the center 
changes from a golden green col-
or when it first emerges to a me-
dium green by mid-summer. The 
blue-green margin often streaks 
into the lighter center. The foliage 
has good substance and tends to 
be slug resistant. 

H. óJuneô 

Photo by Glenn Herold 

Flowers appear in late July to mid-August. They are a pale bluish-lavender 
color. 'June' is both pod and pollen fertile. It is a good plant for breeding 
and as a source of sports. 'Strawberry Parfait' is a hybrid with yellow leaves 
that are a bit twisted and wavy. The base of the petiole has a rosy-pink col-
or.  
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'Carolina Keepsake' is a cross be-
tween Bob Solberg's 'Corkscrew' 
and 'June.' This yellow hosta was 
the plant given to attendees of the 
2015 AHS convention hosted by 
Bob in Raleigh, NC.  

H. óCarolina Keepsakeô 

Photo by Glenn Herold 

At least 21 sports of 'June' are 
listed in the MyHostas Database. 
Included in these is 'Touch of 
Class,' a tetraploid plant with a 
wide margin and very thick sub-
stance. 'Ripple Effect' is an unu-
sual sport with heavily rippled 
foliage and a narrow margin. 

'May' has all gold foliage. 'June Fever' is a favorite plant among collectors. 
It has a narrow blue margin. At least 7 sports have been introduced from 
'June Fever.' (I suppose you could call them grandchildren of 'June.') 
'High Society' is a sport with a white center and the 'Halcyon' blue margin. 

A notable sport of 'June' is 
'Remember Me,' found in the 
labs of Walters Gardens. It has 
a creamy white center sur-
rounded by the blue-green 
edge. It was named in honor of 
Walters Gardens employee 
Sandy DeBoer, who died of 
breast cancer in 2001. A por-
tion of the royalties from this 
plant are donated by Walters 
Gardens to the Susan Komen 
Breast Cancer Foundation. (On 
a side note, Susan's husband 
Stan lived just a few blocks 
from my wife Terry and I when 
we lived in Peoria, IL.) 

H. óRemember Meô 

Photo by Glenn Herold 



 

AHS eNewsletter 7 July 2021 

Much has been written about Eric Smith, the man famous for harvesting 
the pollen of a Hosta sieboldiana óElegansô that reflowered in September 
and using it to fertilize the late-flowering óTardifloraô in 1961. From this 
cross he got 30 seedlings, 14 of which were glaucous. The best five were se-
lected. The fate of four of these is unknown but the best one, named 
óHalcyonô, has gone down in history. No less than 93 hostas listed in the 
MyHostas database have óHalcyonô in its genealogy, including the 2001 
HOY, óJuneô. óHalcyonô was introduced to the public in 1974, after receiving 
the Royal Horticultural Society Award of Merit in 1971. No doubt the other 
glaucous plants from the original cross are still around since Smith was no-
torious for being a hosta hoarder and never throwing anything out. 

Eric Smith was the herbaceous plant propagator at Hillierôs of Winches-
ter, England, nursery. He introduced many plants during his life but is 
best known for introductions of the genera Helleborus and, of course, 
Hosta. He was the first to cross Helleborus niger with Helleborus lividus, 
and also Helleborus niger with H. x sternii. This latter cross is now 
known as Helleborus x ericsmithii.  

Helleborus x ericsmithii  óIvory Princeô 

Photo by Glenn Herold 
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In 1967 he opened a specialty nursery with Jim Archibald in Dorset, calling 
it ñThe Plantsmen.ò Smith was not interested in being involved with the 
business itself, only wanting to work with the plants. This he did very well, 
introducing many plants in just a few short years. The Plantsmen went out 
of business in 1975 and Smith became the head gardener and propagator 
for Penelope Hobhouse at Hadspen House. Plants that he introduced while 
at Hadspen House often have the name ñHadspenò attached to the cultivar 
name. Some of these were introduced in collaboration with Alex Summers. 
Peter Ruh introduced 39 of Smithôs plants between 1979 and 1988. Eric 
Smith retired in 1980 and passed away in 1986. 

'June' is a spectacular plant from the time it emerges in the spring until it 
goes dormant in the fall. Without the genius of Eric Smith, it would not 
have come into existence. No doubt this easily recognizable plant will con-
tinue to be a favorite for years to come. 

H. óJabulaniô 

M. Zilis 2010 

Photo by Mary Vertz 

H. óDancing Queenô 

K. Terpening   / A. Scheer 

Photo by Mary Vertz 
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GO HOSTAS! 
Warren Pollock, Glen Mills, PA 

GO HOSTAS! 

Foliage Differences: Hostas Grown in Full Sun 
and Full Shade  

In 2017, the keen hosta fancier Vladimir 

Mirka, who lives in Kladno, Czech Repub-

lic, sent me photos of hostas he had grown 

in FULL SUN and FULL SHADE. Due to 

my mis-labeling, they sat in my computer 

files forgotten. 

Vladimir Mirka  

Last April, by chance, I discovered them. 

They contained phenotype observations 

not typically noted and discussed in the 

usual hosta reference sources. I thought 

Overwintering Hostas in Containers 

For a special feature article in the next Go Hostas! column (October 2021 

edition), I am collecting readers' experiences in overwintering hostas grow-

ing in containers. 

 In winter 2020-2021, what were your methods? Please click the following 

giboshiwip@aol.com to email me your experiences. 

mailto:giboshiwip@aol.com?subject=Overwintering%20Hostas%20in%20Containers
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the information should be made available to hostadom right away.  

So, I contacted Dr. Mirka, a retired anesthesiologist, and obtained permis-

sion to publish them in this column.  

Phenotype is all the observable characteristics of an organism 

that result from the interaction of its genotype (total genetic in-

heritance) with the environment. Examples are leaf shape and 

clump morphology. 

Vladimir told me, ñWhen I started with hostas and read the available litera-

ture, I didn't understand why so much shading was recommended. My ex-

periences with hostas were different. I sought an explanation.ò 

Czech Republic is in Central Europe. Kladno, with about 69,000 inhabit-

ants, is in the Central Bohemian Region of the Czech Republic. It is 33 

km/20.5 miles from Prague centrum. Vladimirôs garden is in Hardiness 

Zone 6a at an elevation of 425 m/1394 feet. Minimum average winter tem-

perature is -10Á to -5Á F/-23.3Á to  -20.5Á C.  

In the United States, Zone 6 includes states like Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa, 

Maine, Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, Virginia and Tennessee where hostas 

are commonly grown. Since Czech Republic is in the same zone as they are, 

Vladimir concluded that Hardiness Zone was not the explanation.  

The likely explanation occurred to him when he came across the illustrative 

article ñEurope vs United States Sunshine Duration In Hours Per Yearò. 

Click the following to read the full article:  https://

britishbusinessenergy.co.uk/sunshine-duration/. It disclosed that Czech 

Republic has almost half the amount of sun annually than the 

northern half of the United States. This is because Europe is quite a 

bit further north.  

Some examples: Edinburgh has 1,458 hours of sunshine pet year and Lon-

https://britishbusinessenergy.co.uk/sunshine-duration/
https://britishbusinessenergy.co.uk/sunshine-duration/
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don has 1,633 hours, while Columbus, Ohio, has 2,182 hours of sunshine 

per year and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 2,483 hours. Consequently, in general 

less shade protection is required for hostas in Vladimirôs garden than in 

many American sites. (If youôre wondering about Tokyo, Japan, I found an 

article that said it has 1,880 hours of sunshine per year.) 

To obtain SUN/SHADE information, Vladimir initiated a set of interesting 

experiments in his garden with 14 cultivars, recording the findings photo-

graphically. I suggest you study the photos assiduously. Youôll note, provok-

ingly, there often were significant differences in leaf shape and clump mor-

phology grown in FULL SUN versus FULL SHADE, and sometimes in PAR-

TIAL SHADE, also.  

So you can easily compare Vladimirôs photos with images of the cultivars in 

the standard hosta references, the ñofficialò photos of the hostas in Hos-

ta Registry and Hosta Library (if unregistered) are included.  

What conclusions did you draw? Click here giboshiwip@aol.com to email 

me your conclusions. 

This item is a preliminary report. Vladimir has additional infor-

mation. I am encouraging him to author a comprehensive article 

in The Hosta Journal. 

Endnote: Vladimir Mirka is a hosta hybridizer. His moniker is Bohemia. In 

2016 he registered five cultivars; in 2017, three. HostaLibrary lists 17 Bo-

hemia hostas. Likely H. óBohemia Fatty Manzoô, a 2016 registered sport of 

H. óManzƬô, is the best known.  

Vladimir Mirka has a handsomely designed website. Click here 

www.bohemiahosta.com to visit his website. Intriguingly displayed are 21 

of his introductions, none registered. Itôs in Czech. English translation is 

easy using a computer translator such as Goggle Chromeôs.  

mailto:giboshiwip@aol.com?subject=Shade%20vs%20Sun
https://www.bohemiahosta.cz/


 

AHS eNewsletter 12 July 2021 

H. óAtom Smasherô (R. Livingston - NR)  Left: full shade; right: full sun.  

Photo Vladimir Mirka. 

H. óAtom Smasherô  Photo Ron Livingston Hosta Library. 

(Used with Ron Livingstonô s permission) 
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H. óDragon Tailsô (W. Zumbar - 2009)   Left: full shade; right: full sun.  
Photo Vladimir Mirka. 

Photo Hosta Registry. 
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H. óOn Stageô (P. Aden - 1986)  Left: full sun; right: full shade.   
Photo Vladimir Mirka. 

Photo Hosta Registry 
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H. óWinsomeô (D. & J. Ward - 1996)  Left: full sun; right: full shade.   
Photo Vladimir Mirka. 

Photo Hosta Registry. 
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H. óCrepe Soulô (Naylor Creek - NR).  Left: full sun; right: full shade.   
Photo Vladimir Mirka. 

H. óCrepe Soulô  Photo Vladimir Mirka Hosta Library. 
(Used with Vladimir Mirkaôs permission) 
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H. óFirst Frostô (P. Scolnick - 2002)  Top: full shade; left: full sun; 
right: partial shade.  
Photo Vladimir Mirka. 

Photo Hosta Registry. 
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H. óGinko Craigô (J. Craig & A. Summers -1986)  Left: full sun; 
middle: partial shade; right: full shade.   
Photo Vladimir Mirka. 

Photo Hosta Registry 
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H. óLakeside Beach Bumô (M. Chastain - 2001). Left: full sun; right: 
full shade.   
Photo Vladimir Mirka. 

Photo Hosta Registry. 
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H. óLakeside Down Sizedô (M. Chastain - 2003)  Left: full shade; right: full sun. 
Photo Vladimir Mirka. 

Photo Hosta Registry. 
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H. óLakeside Dragonflyô (M. Chastainð1997)  Left: full shade; right: 
full sun. 
Photo Vladimir Mirka. 

Photo Hosta Registry. 
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H. óLakeside Kaleidoscopeô (M. Chastain -1994). Left: full shade; center:  
partial shade; right: full sun.   
Photo Vladimir Mirka. 

Photo Hosta Registry. 
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H. óRock Island Lineô (G. Rasmussen - 2001). Left: full sun; right: full 
shade.   
Photo Vladimir Mirka. 

Photo Hosta Registry. 
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H. óSandhill Craneô (G. Johnson - 2004). Left: full sun; right; full shade. 
Photo Vladimir Mirka.  

Photo Hosta Registry.  
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H. óBohemia Sand Pitô (V. Mirka - NR).Left: full sun; right: full shade.   
Photo Vladimir Mirka.  

(No photo in Hosta Library.) 
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May 10 & 11 FREEZE ALERT: 
Tammy Bordenôs Protective 
Coverings Response 

Tammy Borden 

On May 10, 2021, Tammy Borden, 

New London, Wisconsin, AHS Vice 

President/Conventions, posted this 

photo on AHS Facebook Page. 

May 10, 2021    Tammy Bordenôs garden, New London, Wis., with freeze 
protection.  



 

AHS eNewsletter 27 July 2021 

New London is in central Wisconsin, ~37 miles southwest of Green Bay at 
southern end of Bay of Green Bay, an arm of Lake Michigan. 
 
I emailed Tammy requesting permission to publish the photo in Go Hos-
tas! column and asked for a photo after the freeze showing the garden 
without coverings.  I also asked her for details. 

May 12, 2021    Tammy Bordenôs garden after freeze. 

ñOn the mornings of May 10th and 11th,ò she responded, ñtemperatures 

were supposed to get down to 30 degrees and most hostas were up and 

just about ready to unfurl. I used a combination of items to cover plants 

and had mixed results. Here are my observations.ò 




























