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e, Piroelscnneie/ntriss Me s s a

Aimy “LoP-e-bie s on Oakdal e, M N

e B

l't i s with great anticipation that | tran:
President in 2023. Many thanks to those s
forward to serving with my fellow Board m
Hosta and objectives of AHS. I n this firs
done by the 2023 AHS convention planning °
tion I n Ames, | A you missed a | ot of wond
dors, many unigqgue auction plants, i1interes"
show. All events were well organized and

gat hering of old friends & an opportunity
cechairs gave a tantalizing presentation o
of fered a reduced registration rate. Go

vention content and to register!

Whi |l e many h asvteanbckeienng Ivoonlgunt eer s who sh
ents there iIis always a need for more acti’
Hosta societies as well as AHS to keep th
ticipation and a willingness to serve, ma
ways needed to plan and organize events a
| ocal Hosta Societies | ean toward an ol de
ongoing participation. But all are attemp
ticipation of future needs. Existing and
role, understand expectations for duties
have different ways or ideas about how to
open to new ways of doing things to encou
wants to succeed, and it is wel/| known pe
So, the care and feeding of any groups Vo
for both smal/l and | arge volunteer tasks.
and actively participate i n some way.

iMany hands mad&aes I|diegthotn sworrakt ed by t he 20
nNing team & TvHA NuKn tYeCelr! s! Lastly, thank vyou
tendees and donors for your support of AH

Amy Peterson,
AHS President
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Cedar bur g, Wil

Caps off to Epi medi ums

By Gl enn Herol d
Photos by Glenn Herold

|l am often asked what my favorite tree 1is
the question, for my answer may depend on
most recent purchase. Rarely am | asked w
i f 1 were to be faced with such a query,

TIEpi medi cemmmonly Kknown ags%® bcaapr,e nfwaoirrty, wbii
pl ain epi medi um.
Epi mediisum@@ genus of the barberry family

and many hybrids. Most are endemic to Chi
nean region. They are herbaceous perenni a
through the winter, depending on the spec
that die back tend to be more winter hard
of those with persistent foliage have no
Countless new cultivars have been introdu
been tested under Midwest conditions. Epi
underground stems called rhizomes. Though
they rarely become i nvapgg

The | eaves of barren gr o
three and are often tin I n
spring. Some have an en y e
red, or bronze in the f& mo
cially available epi medpi® ear
Since the @ efvoilo uasg ey enaaryg
fl ower show, | cut it dgps ng
before the flowers emer v h e
may be spurred and o8 te s ho
hence one of the common "y b
white, yell ow, red, | av or e
ums grow best i f the soRu i th
matter, but have the -ablf 4te
drained site. Be patiengs § sl o
lish. Provide suppl ementge s ot Bhishadddi i ooit
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wel | establ i shed, but after that they are

the few plants that can endure dry soil s

plant, as they grow best pwies ' ' cCo
The majority of plant sf i1y

are either cul tEwpiamediod m A8

floroumhybrids with it. IM¥ i v a

@il afteiech has mottl ed f ojpfharAQL. oSN de
pl e f IGorwienrcse sot, hSu fdm we r s M cSSigs. W )

white and&ipawhslceh has -l a
spurred f l@weeamnsdilktnadh ha
der flowers and intense

»OEI AAEOT QOARIAAE AOIOAOI %PEI AAEOSI QEBMEDDAI 1 O00I

Epi medi um x, vwhlrisdltcoilora hybr
Epi medi um pisnnrbaetsum,known f or
fl owered&Suoauphuhaoums readily
I's theEmiymedidum X a udbmasns bet
Epi medium gramipif mhediumm. alAsi

the name I mplies Epiitmeldas nmr xd
youngi,ana mhybEpidmevditdm di pByk
small plant, toppi ng &biuveduam
has white BhoweDoethas®pake pi
fl owers. These are even sl ow
) than other epimediums, so be
%D E I AAEOI G20 | CRREBEARG (1 1

AH® News |l etter 5 July 2023



Epi medi um x iwsa rcreoysesn Eippe tmw el
al piaobpi medi um pinnhné&obamt
ange fl ower s. My mo s téA mubneurs
Queeéwhi ch i s a E&pome dida@mada
anBpi medi umTfhleavamge vyell
| ater than my other pl ant sk
Sspiny margin.

”;f'f _

PDEI AAEOI 6'E61§©|”EATC")|'

Epi medi ums have been us
na to remedy fatigue, art
think their best use I s I
pl aces where the aggressi
mapl e cause stunting of hd
I mity to the trunk and st

Epi medi ums are the perfect remedy for

grows, availability of i mproved cultivars
what pricey, |l can rationalize their purc
Hopefully, you too will di scover the beau
Additional articles on plants and gardening can

https:// TheCottageGardener53012. Wordpress.com
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G O :[(HOKLMA S |

Wenareen:=1.Pollo Pioatlfole K- Gl en Mil Il s,

GO HOSTAS!

Ml NI HOST Ag

GROWI NG TH
SUCCESSFUL

Warren | . Po
Gl en Mill s,
‘giboshi wi p@a .
Mi ni photos from A (E@élﬁ é'l'a'l'ilé)gé‘l,&

(81 0A -1®OA %AOO

Years ago, | gave presentations on mini h
ences, Hardy Plant Society meetings and H
i ngs a Kodak 35mm slide carousel c¢crammed
slides?) Enthusiastic about the topic, |
tation was wel | received, questions wer e
meet and discuss minis with hosta enthusi
Il f the meeting was in the growing-season
watering containers. (I would detail thes

Al most yearly since that exciting era, I
from geriatrics who attended presentation

heard about 1t. Well, | " ve finally gotten
sion with input from coll

What' s a mi mhehadameaPlPcan

ty established the | eaf s - tur
those hokeat wieh of | ess e e

i nches.

Hosta Lists 2dma2gdes Dpiumall, | S
Xx 11 i nch comprehensive r HOSTA LISTS pu

D O n a I d A . R a w S 0 n , C 0 m S t O C 111 Individual Lists Based Upon Various Characteristics g a n
are 111 individual | i sts 2023 i m
tas according to various CsS.
al | registered and unrweigtil Compiled by ur e
their | eaf. sdd MeeBos HOs@Gs ! mor e Ponald &. Rawson

“The most comprehensive and accurate collection of hosta lists available”

mat i on &Ho shtoan L i s.t§ 2023
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However, the Amer®@cannbbataoBoonemyni s,

conundr um. Mi ni hostas in gardens adad tho
sometcmasi déthbhythe registration di mensi
pl ants have grown in size since their reg
Il nto consideration.

Which minis are my favorites? I t's a |o¢c

H.' Baby Bunting'
H." Bl ue Mouse Ear <
H "Cheatin Hear |
H'" Country Mouse"
H "Cracker Crump
H. ' Daisy Dool it
H." Di xi e Chi ck"' )
H' Lakeside Crick¥
H' Little Jay' !
H' Little Wonder'
H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

SO Mioni Skirt'

mi nor
S Peanut'
S Shining Tot'
S Silver Threads | es'’
. Sun Mouse'
S Surprised by Joytih
S Teereyeny Bi kini'
S Ray!
H." Bl ue Mouse Ears', ""Cracker Crumbs' , " Da

rank the highest

{Cracker Crum
T Midhlettiy

(# OAAEA® #00i AO
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I asked Don Rawson, -AlH®SI Nomfeaorc | it urfea ca
that he does not grow very many mini s, b u
favorites:

H.'" Bl ue Mouse Ear ;
H.' Mi ghty Mouse'

H' Country Mouse'

H." Sun Mouse'

H.' Cheri sh'

H.' Cracker Crumbs

HdPure ®&leart (&#EABGEOE

H' Shining Tot'

| also asked Mary Vertz, AHS eNewsrle-tt €

spnded: Nl Y YRS

H." Green Eyes' 3
H' Lakesi de Whi zz il
Hawist o6f Lime ~
H' Littlest Angel
H' Pandora's Box'
H.' Ti 6kl e
BEST GROWI NG CONDI TI ONS
l1.Sharp, rapid drainage (as much as 50%

2.So0il continually moi st

3.Light [/ dapSpulned ns hhmeodren.i ng and some dir
4.Some indirect sun al/l day for finicky
5.G6o00d air circulation

6.Strong root system (initially develop
7.Roots not in competition with other p

tree roots
8.Leaves kept dry, especially if | eaves

ter
9.Light mulch cover
100verwintering with mulch covering unt

AH® News |l etter 9 July 2023



LANDSCAPI NG with MINIS

A single mini 6 abre euansaiplpyd godaaanttieodbs t wietahv elda r ¢
pl ant s.

But a single mini Il n a special cont-ai ne
| eaved plants, can be eye catching.

OPTI MUSIOI L

50% solids

25% air spaces

25% water space
Add grit, pea gravel, pine bark, etc. to
The coarser the additive, the | arger the

USUALLY PREFERBEMOSs wWidrh mddnyl iyi s .

HI GHLY DESI|I RR&BiLEed / el Teliad epe rbmeidtss vi ewi n
"bel to.l evel

MAGNESI UM ( Mg)

Darkens green coloring. CanApmptit &Epaiehy Skl
(magnesium sul fate).

HI GHLY RECOMMEMNMIEMRGH ewf omat o Pl ant Food. I

0. 5% Mghanks Bob Sol berg of Green Hill Fa
NI TROGEN

Hostas need abundant NI TROGEN (as Il i quid

their | eaves.

Apply N fertilizer OEbAeRSLLY jiuns ts ebaesfoonr e | eaf
I use [ fp¢a@atrtt ®r Lawn granul ess1020®f N, t37NWIH
GEN released in fir sTtheheoawy rweetlermemg.s and
| eased sl owly during season.

WATER

Water i s more important than fertilizer.

Water, wat emora®dan'wtateeepend on Mot her Natur
You cannot give your hostas enough water |
COPI OUS watering I s essenti al I n hot summ
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TONI CS

The most common ar e:
Liguid Seaweed (kelp): 1 tbl. [/ gallon
"Sp¥fNaGr ow" (hawked on TV iQWLt rcth@atnineng .. f
SUPERt hmbvefops / gaklneocenk Ilwat er s e mi
HB1OG&k( Japanese plant extr Aptp)l :y -vieed@iloyp.s /

' ve spent considerable effort tr.Myngohol a
sion: KELP aNd&r"oSwgr anyake mini soTheokabet Pe
Ruh of Chesterl and, Ohi o, made t he same a

TROUGHS

"Troughs and minis. TrawgltshlEead "sni ni s. Th
myadapt aobifoma -kved Wn song.

Hypertufa troughs are popular and when pl

tinctive professional | ook.
1 Make sure drainage i s adequatcté. hbl esc
i nches apart. Cover each hole with a |
gl assreening.
2.DO NOT fill trough with potting medi a
want a small gap, about 3/8 inch, bet\

This void space helps heavy watering
3. Stone and pebble mulches on the soil ¢

tive decor at iMak eappuaaer arheeg.e I s space
t ween trowhhhtand's sitting on. This h
draining from the Haraishigms ehodled .cr edi
pl astic hotel keys. stacking them on
4 Assure trough is | evel. Use carpenter'
5.DO NOT put shards, gravelofort ratadyreesss i |
depth of soil nNe€EddBEYtNEbDEHHRCABEUYRH. G
NOR | MPROVE DRAGNAGEdr ai nage comes frc
potting soil and drainage hol es.

6 USE SHARRAI NI NG POTTI NNGdSQ@IrLi.t, et c.
7T WATER OFTEN and GENTLY. KEEP SOIL MOI
8. Continually be on the alert for destr.

SEL-WATERI NG PLANTERS
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Al | my minis are grown Theitrhemame oinst aa nbkeirt
stil |l have to water, but frequency of wat

These plantesisnn waverarkwsielrtvoir at the ¢
openings for water entry ar e-niorset fHRavds@nmt a

i ng can. Water in the reservoir i s drawn
i ng the roots. As with all pl ant containe
ter and supply 1t. All in all, I have fou
Bl oem Living Company in Hudsonvill e, Mi
them. Amazon.com sells them as does Lowe'
ferent pot designs anidn ctadnoXkdd .a meitzas afrheey
I n saucer . Twatgerti sgelplsamstel dont ainers i n ¢

HI NTl:arget's prices are a fraction of B

Green Eyes

T Michefetti ' "'i:akesideWhiizit M Chastain 2008

< Lakes de cn et M Chasw‘n 2003

( é)AEAOEA& # OEAEAO
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HOSTA LI STS 2023
Compiled by Donal d

1111 individual

i sts which group
2. Contains over 24, 000 entri es.

A . Rawson

3.The most comprehensive and accurate
4 Afmust diave a@ybasta | ibrary.
5 Here are examples of just a

Branchealpe Host as
Clogddwered Host as
Convelwlpyped Host as
Di f f-t €Gulotw Host as
DoubHleower ed Host as
Dr aws tLreiarvged Host as

Fragrant Host as

Ground Cover Host as

Large Upright

Host as

Mi ni ature Host as,
Pi eccheaved Host as
Rebl ooming Host as
Redf#eti ol ed Hostas
Rhi zomat ous Host as
Serrdttaded Host as
Spi dddrower ed Host as
Sterile Hostas,
Very Dark Green Host as
Very Roaawed Host as

Very -LkRiawlkd Host as

Edi ttsorNoSee ®doar t i

CH ees@oallLiilidids t a

few of

host as

col

h e

Hap®enin

GO HOSTAS!
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Bio:o-kKtioiNOt I C e

Cl y-deeJ Cirrose Kielt 1ty Car mel

The Compl ete Shade Gardener
By George Schenk (Ti mber Press: 2004, Se

Il n Pdifte 1Art, the Sc BEas
Del i ghdi soff oll tihblwee dS tbe
RooalfLhis is a room o@ - -
o : . @SS THE COMPLETE
mensiwinz, hei ght, wi dfis
with an undefined, ajy SHADE urt
When you see what hef
. GEAYR D E N E R |} -
you wi || have a reco d.
the ear| 1980s, | ac-
guiring l ants for
and

dr eamed
col ored range dayli
pened to meet Marge

y
P
was searching fo
u
0

tor of Soules Garden b h o
told me she had a cuf be
what | wanted. When

sout hside I ndy garde er e
and my gardening | if It
i's hard to describe I
say that | | mmediately knew | was going t
i ng on a very small area behind the garag
area in our yard. |1 had todddoailtowedf pu
enough to have a |little garden of hostas
ature availabl e, I | mproved the soil and
sources. You might not have |iked the cho
plants that filled the space, were of wvar|
di mendmeo.n That i1 s the undserepxicnenlilnegnto fp arhtiss
shrubs and perennials for your shade gard
sion. The choices are your s. It is your s|

Subsequent chapters Ptawuwtdbei sbmg deatrt
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P
w e
ed
pu
c h
ne
SO
n o
Wi
p a
Th
de
of
ac
de
pr
He

ga

Ha
Cl

al vines, ferns, annuals, and even edi b
restingCoféeea Ghalibs@Yeag.r, eandl wtoanpani o
ant suggestions for a shady area in the
ich will garner the most attention. Hos
ps wil/ ap pdr esctiraatieg hScfhoernwka r d unvarni she
ote him aftédmanii snemBthmaere odfar dneonsitn gr ewar ¢
adqgtrsouped (chaoticalolAy x ewi ff eian urling ¢ dru
ant a9 ine)a, Hond#ly FBelr(tssihcea,ndwe get this r

es:
wionname any more hostas, for their name
pan, Europe, and North America hasd made
ants fervent aboutdmeetpaoigntanwhdeaiydrt e zl
stem hardly makes sense when applied to
voted to putting order in the house, bu

rent hybrods each year.

Have things c
ease note that

re made for t h
I ti on. Il n t he
bl ication ther

apfRerc,ent Foidondi
w plants to ma
met hing to tal
thing about ho
l' 1l discover so
nion plants.

e Compl ete Sha
ners a must r ea
us with a | ot
tually for all
ners who enjoy
ose about thin
nck is in that
rden writers.

ppy Gardening, e I
yde ~@nw{7“$£
The author in his Shade Room.
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Hie:s:tials,hhasp e

DIon & iR@ W SE0: T | Griand Rap

Jazzing Up the Garden
I 8Steps for a Beautii ful Land:

Il f you are | ike me, someti mes you need a
My wife or mother are usually the ones to
not al ways appreciate it at the time, but
and | wusually need to hear it

Il n this article, I | i kewi se would |1 ke
tention focused oin nwhoautr ilsa nidnspcoarpteasntand 1 n
are well aware of the basics to beautifyi
need a | ittle nudging to get things done.
| andscape.

1. Garden cleanup!
I f you have not yet done a thorough inspe
time to tackle it. As Laerydome.cabl e guy

The first activity in the garden is to
from the previous season must go; i1t must
My rul e ofiCltéhaurmbup shefoore green up!

An inventory of garden tools and suppl.
preventer for the season should be obtain
the garden hose replaced, and plant | abel
from the previous season. Plan ahead to k.

And, of <cours t he narden
must be weeded.
compani ons may 4
breathtaking, bu B
huge distracti on
Nobody, absol ut e
a weedy garden.
commi t ment of ti
but it | ooks so cion 1
den is finally | .
ous and meticul ous eanup
first order of business at hand, and that
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2. Mulch the garden!

Mul ching may be the | east favorite task o
just repeat thi dMdlimlkei myetrheanglaroddenm :can b
in and get o he job done!

The benefits of mul ch shoul d not be un:t

mai ntains roots at an even temperature, e
tition. |t keeps fungal di seases down by
Further mor e, mul ch reduces erosion, and a
appeal ing. It places the f i amasihnitnagi nteodu clha t
scape.

A variety of materials are suitable f ol
wood chips to pine needles, cocoa hull s,
rock are also options. Apply mulch in | at

warms upa@eBptoAvoi d stepping on the host a
There are a-n&ouwhleen aft caoomes to mul chin

warning i's to stay away from | andscape f
good intentions in mind, but weeds are st
and it is a real bugger to take it back wu
pl aced under the mulch is a better option

The other caution when mulching the ga
hostas. They need good air movement to gr

cCrown creates an environment f or both fun
when mul ching the garden.

As a side note, a weed preventer such
wi || save you hours of timammerwe Adipdg tih
mul ching.

3. Jazz up your grass!

A beauti ful garden i s complemented by a b
the |l awn must be I mposed because great ga

Take a drive through your neighborhood.
of grass: there iIis bad grass and then the
preciate first class grass.

Do NOT ignore the grass! You must be b
friend. I f you are not a good | awner, hir
negl ected.
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4 . Keep the grass mowed!
It may seem silly that we all need a remi
needs mowed is the first sign that & fl and:
yoarow, then noowdshoul d

Ge@r don

N\

Clipart by Art Expl psion 125,000 | mages

Perhaps you hawvset ehpe aprrdo gorfa ni:h ef eBrotwi | Whzeen,

a |lawn is mowed regularly, it keeps the g
and nutrient absorption. Furthermore, Kkee]
| ocal ordinancess ®ocihameomwneowenants. Ho we
vation is to keep your -feaedscapd Webki mgi
mi nder: keep the grass mowed!

5. Trim the hedges!

The sayiirnigmitshe hedgedTranm tthhee heeddggeess! bef o
reachabl e, and edge the | awn for maxi mum
t ween your | awn and hardscaping features.
under the driveway and wal kways. It keeps

Trim the hedges. Your neighbors take no
trees which are praeeédnoldnes tdwerugr o wre, wnohie
al one. Keep the | awn and garden prim and

6 . Jazz up your plants!

Now we are down to the nitty gritty. Have
How are your hostas doing? Plants, by the
may f eel the need for wat eréemsrpefca ratl iBlyisavenre
doggone hot. It is perfectly okay to go o
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On the other hand, perhaps there are s|

attention. |l f this is the case,@ yfoour gneaty tnc
space them according to their mature si ze
easy to move, but the giants should be pl
viding to become showpieces in the | andsc
8. Add some garden art!
The finaDosyepripart ©DAndadwhidSleemeytau tt!, add
humor as dwetl ake Dpomur self so seriously. Ga
Humorous art throughout the garden can
pl aques and signs, homemade decorations,
tive and whimsical. Garden viGg@inotrilsi mwgl Wwr
with having a good | augh!

Photo by Rachell e Anderspn. Used by per mi
Gardening is supposed to be fun. Th

not hing wrong with having a good | a

We spend so much time putting a tremen:

the garden | ook just right, but someti mes
tions. When disappointments may bring us
smile or even a chuckle, which in turn wi
start our gardening enthusi asm. How can a

couple of plastic pink flamingos prancing
artnd some gardening humor!
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