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President's Message 
Amy Peterson, Oakdale, MN 

It is with great anticipation that I transition into my leadership role as the new AHS 

President in 2023. Many thanks to those stepping down for their service, and I look 

forward to serving with my fellow Board members to continue promoting the love of 

Hosta and objectives of AHS. In this first writing I must acknowledge the great job 

done by the 2023 AHS convention planning team. For those not at the 2023 conven-

tion in Ames, IA you missed a lot of wonderful tour gardens, a fine selection of ven-

dors, many unique auction plants, interesting speakers, and great entries in the Hosta 

show. All events were well organized and executed. The convention was also a great 

gathering of old friends & an opportunity to make new friends.  The 2024 convention 

co-chairs gave a tantalizing presentation of what to expect in Marlborough, MA and 

offered a reduced registration rate.  Go to the AHS website for more details on con-

vention content and to register!  

 While many have been long-standing volunteers who share their time and tal-

ents there is always a need for more active membership participation in both local 

Hosta societies as well as AHS to keep these organizations viable. Without active par-

ticipation and a willingness to serve, many societies are sadly folding.  Someone is al-

ways needed to plan and organize events and lead in general. AHS and I assume most 

local Hosta Societies lean toward an older membership and we are thankful for their 

ongoing participation. But all are attempting to attract younger members too, in an-

ticipation of future needs. Existing and new volunteers want to be comfortable in their 

role, understand expectations for duties and time commitment. New volunteers often 

have different ways or ideas about how to accomplish the job and we all need to be 

open to new ways of doing things to encourage new volunteer participation.  Everyone 

wants to succeed, and it is well known people are quicker to criticize than to praise. 

So, the care and feeding of any groups volunteers is critical to ongoing participation 

for both small and large volunteer tasks. In closing I ask us all to embrace transitions 

and actively participate in some way.   

 ñMany hands make light workò as demonstrated by the 2023 convention plan-

ning team & volunteers ï THANK YOU!! Lastly, thank you to all the convention at-

tendees and donors for your support of AHS!  

Amy Peterson,  

AHS President  



 

AHS eNewsletter 4 July 2023 

 

Hostas and Associates 
Glenn Herold, Cedarburg, WI 

Caps off to Epimediums 

By Glenn Herold 
Photos by Glenn Herold 

I am often asked what my favorite tree is, or which hosta I prefer. I usually sidestep 

the question, for my answer may depend on the season of the year or which was my 

most recent purchase. Rarely am I asked which is my most favored ground cover, but 

if I were to be faced with such a query, my response would be immediate and resolute 

ï itôs Epimedium, commonly known as barrenwort, bishopôs cap, fairy wings, or just 

plain epimedium. 

  Epimedium is a genus of the barberry family that consists of about 65 species 

and many hybrids. Most are endemic to China, but a few are found in the Mediterra-

nean region. They are herbaceous perennials that may or may not retain their foliage 

through the winter, depending on the species and how cold the winter may be. Those 

that die back tend to be more winter hardy than the evergreen species, but even some 

of those with persistent foliage have no trouble with our zone 5 Wisconsin winters. 

Countless new cultivars have been introduced in recent years and many have not yet 

been tested under Midwest conditions. Epimediums tend to spread slowly through 

underground stems called rhizomes. Though they eventually form a dense colony, 

they rarely become invasive. 

 The leaves of barrenwort are in two groups of 

three and are often tinged pink or red in the 

spring. Some have an encore by turning yellow, 

red, or bronze in the fall. Flowers of most commer-

cially available epimediums emerge in early spring. 

Since the previous yearôs foliage may impede the 

flower show, I cut it down with a string trimmer 

before the flowers emerge. Petals of the flowers 

may be spurred and often resemble a bishopôs cap, 

hence one of the common names. They may be 

white, yellow, red, lavender, or bicolored. Epimedi-

ums grow best if the soil is amended with organic 

matter, but have the ability to tolerate any well-

drained site. Be patient, as they are slow to estab-

lish. Provide supplemental water until they are %ÐÉÍÅÄÉÕÍ ÇÒÁÎÄÉÆÌÏÒÕÍ Ȭ,ÉÌÁÆÅÅȭ 
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well established, but after that they are very low maintenance. Barrenworts are one of 

the few plants that can endure dry soils and shade. Hostas are an excellent companion 

plant, as they grow best under similar conditions.  

 The majority of plants that are readily available 

are either cultivars of the species Epimedium grandi-

florum or hybrids with it. I grow the cultivars 

óLilafeeô, which has mottled foliage and lavender pur-

ple flowers, óPrincess Susanô, the flowers of which are 

white and purple, óSiriusô, which has large white-

spurred flowers, and óQueen Estaô, which has laven-

der flowers and intense purple spring growth. 

%ÐÉÍÅÄÉÕÍ ÇÒÁÎÄÉÆÌÏÒÕÍ Ȭ0ÒÉÎÃÅÓÓ 3ÕÓÁÎȭ 

%ÐÉÍÅÄÉÕÍ ÇÒÁÎÄÉÆÌÏÒÕÍ Ȭ3ÉÒÉÕÓȭ %ÐÉÍÅÄÉÕÍ ÇÒÁÎÄÉÆÌÏÒÕÍ Ȭ1ÕÅÅÎ %ÓÔÁȭ 

Epimedium x versicolor, which is a hybrid with 

Epimedium pinnatum, is best known for the yellow-

flowered cultivar óSulphureumô. It is readily available, as 

is the hybrid Epimedium x rubrum, a cross between 

Epimedium grandiflorum and Epimedium alpinum. As 

the name implies, it has red flowers. Epimedium x 

youngianum, a hybrid with Epimedium diphyllum, is a 

small plant, topping out at six to eight inches. óNiveumô 

has white flowers and óBaby Doll Pinkô has pale pink 

flowers. These are even slower to establish and spread 

than other epimediums, so be patient.  
%ÐÉÍÅÄÉÕÍ Ø ÖÅÒÓÉÃÏÌÏÒ Ȭ3ÕÌÐÈÕÒÅÕÍȭ 
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Epimedium x warleyense is a cross between Epimedium 

alpinum and Epimedium pinnatum and boasts large or-

ange flowers. My most unusual epimedium is óAmber 

Queenô, which is a cross between Epimedium óCaramelô 

and Epimedium flavum. The large yellow flowers appear 

later than my other plants.  Leaves of this cultivar have a 

spiny margin. 

%ÐÉÍÅÄÉÕÍ Ø ×ÁÒÌÅÙÅÎÓÅ 

%ÐÉÍÅÄÉÕÍ ÙÏÕÎÇÉÁÎÕÍ Ȭ.ÉÖÅÕÍȭ 

%ÐÉÍÅÄÉÕÍ ÇÒÁÎÄÉÆÌÏÒÕÍ Ȭ0ÒÅÔÔÙ ÉÎ 0ÉÎËȭ 

%ÐÉÍÅÄÉÕÍ Ȭ0ÉÎË #ÈÁÍÐÁÇÎÅȭ 

%ÐÉÍÅÄÉÕÍ Ø ÒÕÂÒÕÍ 

 Epimediums have been used medicinally in Chi-

na to remedy fatigue, arthritis, and nerve pain, but I 

think their best use is in the shade garden. I have a few 

places where the aggressive shallow roots of Norway 

maple cause stunting of hostas growing in close prox-

imity to the trunk and starve them of moisture. 

 Epimediums are the perfect remedy for those tough areas. As their popularity 

grows, availability of improved cultivars is increasing. Though they are still some-

what pricey, I can rationalize their purchase, knowing that they will last for a lifetime. 

Hopefully, you too will discover the beauty and toughness of epimediums. 

Additional articles on plants and gardening can be found on my blog:   

 https://TheCottageGardener53012.Wordpress.com  

https://TheCottageGardener53012.Wordpress.com
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GO HOSTAS! 
Warren I. Pollock, Glen Mills, PA 

GO HOSTAS! 
MINI HOSTAS:  

GROWING THEM 
 SUCCESSFULLY 

Warren I. Pollock 
 Glen Mills, PA 

 giboshiwip@aol,com 
Mini photos from AHS Registrations 

Years ago, I gave presentations on mini hostas at local hosta clubs, regional confer-

ences, Hardy Plant Society meetings and Hosta College (once). I brought to the meet-

ings a Kodak 35mm slide carousel crammed with slides. (Do you remember 35mm 

slides?) Enthusiastic about the topic, I'd often lectured for over an hour. The presen-

tation was well received, questions were numerous, and I enjoyed the opportunity to 

meet and discuss minis with hosta enthusiasts.  

     If the meeting was in the growing season, I'd bring some mini hostas in self-

watering containers. (I would detail these pots at the presentation's end.)     

     Almost yearly since that exciting era, I've gotten requests to publish the lecture 

from geriatrics who attended presentations and especially from keen folks who had 

heard about it. Well, I've finally gotten around to publishing it. Here's an updated ver-

sion with input from colleagues. 

    What's a mini hosta? The American Hosta Socie-

ty established the leaf size for miniature hostas as 

those hostas with leaf area of less than 6 square 

inches.  

     Hosta Lists 2023 is a 175-page spiral-bound, 8.5 

x 11 inch comprehensive reference tome published by 

Donald A. Rawson, Comstock Park, Michigan. There 

are 111 individual lists complied by him that group hos-

tas according to various characteristics. Two lists cite 

all registered and unregistered miniature hostas with 

their leaf dimensions. (See the end of Go Hostas! for more infor-

mation on Donôs Hosta Lists 2023.) 

(Ȣȭ "ÌÕÅ -ÏÕÓÅ %ÁÒÓȭ (Ȣȭ $ÁÉÓÙ $ÏÏÌÉÔÔÌÅȭ 

mailto:giboshiwip@aol,com
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     However, the American Hosta Societyôs annotation on minis, creates an interesting 

conundrum. Mini hostas in gardens and those sold in the trade likely are largerð 

sometimes considerably ð than the registration dimensions, This is because the 

plants have grown in size since their registrations. Hostadom must always take this 

into consideration. 

 Which minis are my favorites? It's a long list: 

H. 'Baby Bunting' 

H. 'Blue Mouse Ears' 

H. 'Cheatin Heart' 

H. 'Country Mouse' 

H. 'Cracker Crumbs' 

H. 'Daisy Doolittle' 

H. 'Dixie Chick' 

H. 'Lakeside Cricket' 

H. 'Little Jay' 

H. 'Little Wonder' 

H. 'Mini Skirt' 

H. minor 

H. 'Peanut' 

H. 'Shining Tot' 

H. 'Silver Threads and Golden Needles' 

H. 'Sun Mouse' 

H. 'Surprised by Joy' 

H. 'Teeny-weeny Bikini' 

H. 'X-Ray' 

H. 'Blue Mouse Ears', 'Cracker Crumbs', 'Daisy Doolittle', 'Mini Skirt' and 'Sun Mouse' 

rank the highest. 

(Ȣ ȭ"ÁÂÙ "ÕÎÔÉÎÇȭ 

(Ȣ ȭ-ÉÎÉ 3ËÉÒÔȭ 

(Ȣ Ȭ4ÅÅÎÙ-×ÅÅÎÙ "ÉËÉÎÉȭ 

(Ȣ ȭ#ÒÁÃËÅÒ #ÒÕÍÂÓȭ 
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 I asked Don Rawson, AHS Nomenclature co-chair, for his favorites? He replied 

that he does not grow very many minis, but if he did, these would be on the list of his 

favorites: 

H. 'Blue Mouse Ears' 

H. 'Mighty Mouse' 

H. 'Country Mouse' 

H. 'Sun Mouse' 

H. 'Cherish' 

H. 'Cracker Crumbs' 

H. óPure Heartô 

H. 'Shining Tot' 

 I also asked Mary Vertz, AHS eNewsletter editor, for her favorite minis. She re-

sponded: 

H. 'Green Eyes' 

H. 'Lakeside Whizzit' 

H. óTwist of Limeô 

H. 'Littlest Angel' 

H. 'Pandora's Box' 

H. 'Tinkleô 

 BEST GROWING CONDITIONS  

1. Sharp, rapid drainage (as much as 50% grit, etc. added to growing medium) 

2. Soil continually moist 

3. Light / dappled shade.  Sun in morning and some direct sun in afternoon 

4. Some indirect sun all day for finicky plants 

5. Good air circulation 

6. Strong root system (initially developed in pots) 

7. Roots not in competition with other plants' roots, in particular aggressive 

tree roots  

8. Leaves kept dry, especially if leaves have large amount of white tissue in cen-

ter 

9. Light mulch cover 

10. Overwintering with mulch covering until well established. 

(Ȣ ȭ#ÈÅÒÉÓÈȭ 

(Ȣ Ȭ4×ÉÓÔ ÏÆ ,ÉÍÅȭ 
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LANDSCAPING with MINIS 

A single mini can easily get lost ð  be unappreciated ð  planted with large-leaved 

plants. 

 But a single mini in a special container, such as a trough, with a few other mini-

leaved plants, can be eye catching. 

OPTIMUM SOIL 

     50% solids 

     25% air spaces 

     25% water space 

Add grit, pea gravel, pine bark, etc. to garden soil and soilless media. 

The coarser the additive, the larger the air spaces in the media. 

USUALLY PREFERRED: Beds with only ð  or mostly ð  minis. 

HIGHLY DESIRABLE: Raised / elevated beds.  This permits viewing the minis at 

"belt levelò. 

MAGNESIUM (Mg) 

Darkens green coloring. Can intensify blue coloring. Apply as Epson Salt 

(magnesium sulfate). 

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED: Miracle-Grow[R] Tomato Plant Food. It contains 

0.5% Mg. (Thanks Bob Solberg of Green Hill Farm for the tip.) 

NITROGEN 

Hostas need abundant NITROGEN (as liquid nitrate) when developing 

their leaves. 

Apply N fertilizer EARLY in season ð  best just before leaf tips emerge. 

I use Scotts[R] Starter Lawn granules: 20% N, 27% P, 5% K.  ~10% of its NITRO-

GEN released in first heavy watering. The other elements and remaining N re-

leased slowly during season. 

WATER 

Water is more important than fertilizer. 

Water, water and water more.  Don't depend on Mother Nature's rains. 

 You cannot give your hostas enough water IF drainage is good. 

 COPIOUS watering is essential in hot summer to prevent DRY ROT. 
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TONICS 

The most common are: 

Liquid Seaweed (kelp): 1 tbl. / gallon water. 

"Spray-N-Grow" (hawked on TV QVC channel): follow instructions. 

SUPERthrive[TM]: 5 drops / gallon water semi-weekly. 

HB-101[R] (Japanese plant extract): 5 drops / gal water.  Apply semi-weekly. 

I've spent considerable effort trying to assess what TONICS do. My conclu-

sion: KELP and "Spray-N-Grow" make minis "look betterò. The late Peter 

Ruh of Chesterland, Ohio, made the same assessment.  

TROUGHS 

"Troughs and minis. Troughs and minis. They go together." That's 

my adaptation of a well-known song.  

 Hypertufa troughs are popular and when planted with minis have a dis-

tinctive professional look. 

1. Make sure drainage is adequate. I recommend 1/2-inch holes 6 

inches apart. Cover each hole with a piece of aluminum or fiber-

glass screening.  

2. DO NOT fill trough with potting media up to top of container. You 

want a small gap, about 3/8 inch, between potting media and rim. 

This void space helps heavy watering to not splash on the leaves.  

3. Stone and pebble mulches on the soil do this also and also impart an attrac-

tive decorative appearance. Make sure there is space (~1/8 inch) be-

tween trough and what it's sitting on. This helps water freely 

draining from the drainage holes. For shims, I use old credit cards and 

plastic hotel keys. stacking them on top of each other. 

4. Assure trough is level. Use carpenter's level and shims. 

5. DO NOT put shards, gravel or stones in bottom of trough unless 

depth of soil needs to be decreased. THEY NEITHER ASSURE GOOD-

NOR IMPROVE DRAINAGE. Good drainage comes from good drainage 

potting soil and drainage holes. 

6. USE SHARP-DRAINING POTTING SOIL. Add grit, etc. 

7. WATER OFTEN and GENTLY. KEEP SOIL MOIST. 

8. Continually be on the alert for destructive critters. 

SELF-WATERING PLANTERS 
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All my minis are grown in these containers. Their name is a bit confusing: You 

still have to water, but frequency of watering is reduced.  

 These planters have a built-in water reservoir at the container's bottom. Large 

openings for water entry are in the container's side. I use a long-nose Haws[R] water-

ing can. Water in the reservoir is drawn upward, saturating the potting soil and water-

ing the roots. As with all plant containers, you have to judge when the plant needs wa-

ter and supply it. All in all, I have found these pots work. 

 Bloem Living Company in Hudsonville, Michigan, near Grand Rapids, makes 

them. Amazon.com sells them as does Lowe's and many nurseries. They come in dif-

ferent pot designs and colors. Sizes are from 6-in to 16-in diameter. They have a built-

in saucer. Target sells self-watering plant containers in a simple utilitarian design. 

 HINT: Target's prices are a fraction of Bloem's prices. 

(Ȣ Ȭ'ÒÅÅÎ %ÙÅÓȭ (Ȣ Ȭ,ÁËÅÓÉÄÅ 7ÈÉÚÚÉÔȭ 

(Ȣ Ȭ,ÁËÅÓÉÄÅ #ÒÉÃËÅÔȭ (Ȣ Ȭ#ÏÕÎÔÒÙ -ÏÕÓÅȭ 
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1. 111 individual lists which group hostas according to various characteristics. 

2. Contains over 24,000 entries. 

3. The most comprehensive and accurate collection of lists available anywhere. 

4. A ñmust haveò for anyoneôs hosta library. 

5. Here are examples of just a few of the lists: 

Branched-Scape Hostas 

Closed-Flowered Hostas 

Convexly-Cupped Hostas 

Difficult-to-Grow Hostas 

Double-Flowered Hostas 

Drawstring-Leaved Hostas 

Fragrant Hostas 

Ground Cover Hostas 

Large Upright Hostas 

Miniature Hostas, 

Piecrust-Leaved Hostas 

Reblooming Hostas 

Red-Petioled Hostas 

Rhizomatous Hostas 

Serrated-Leaved Hostas 

Spider-Flowered Hostas 

Sterile Hostas,  

Very Dark Green Hostas 

Very Round-Leaved Hostas 

Very Thick-Leaved Hostas 

Editorôs Note: See Donôs article on his Hostaôs List in Hosta Happeninôs. 

HOSTA LISTS 2023 

Compiled by Donald A. Rawson  

GO HOSTAS! 
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Book Notice 
Clyde Crockett, Carmel, IN 

In Part 1, ñThe Art, the Science, and the 

Delight of It,ò is followed by ñThe Shade 

Room.ò This is a room of very familiar di-

mensions, viz., height, width, space and 

with an undefined, at this point, a fourth. 

When you see what he means, perhaps 

you will have a recollection like I did. In 

the early 1980s, I was very much into ac-

quiring plants for my backyard garden 

and was searching for something I just 

dreamed up one dayð a LifeSaver-

colored orange daylily. By chance, I hap-

pened to meet Marge Soules, the proprie-

tor of Soules Garden in Indianapolis who 

told me she had a cultivar that might be 

what I wanted. When I arrived at her 

southside Indy garden, I saw hostas there 

and my gardening life changed forever. It 

is hard to describe the feeling I had. I can 

The Complete Shade Gardener  

 By George Schenk  (Timber Press: 2004, Second Printing)  

say that I immediately knew I was going to have to have these plants and began work-

ing on a very small area behind the garage for a place for them. It was the only shady 

area in our yard. I had to do a lot of preparation and I didnôt do it well but good 

enough to have a little garden of hostas and a few companions. By consulting the liter-

ature available, I improved the soil and acquired some very nice cultivars from helpful 

sources. You might not have liked the choices I made but it was my garden. It had 

plants that filled the space, were of various heights and widths and it had the fourth 

dimensionðme. That is the underpinning of this bookôs excellent parts on trees, 

shrubs and perennials for your shade garden. You are, like I am, the fourth dimen-

sion. The choices are yours. It is your special Shade Room.  

Subsequent chapters provide some real treatsðtantalizing descriptions of unu-
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sual vines, ferns, annuals, and even edibles. While there are chapters on rare and in-

teresting trees (e.g., Coffea arabica) shrubs (e.g., Cyeas revoluta) and companion 

plant suggestions for a shady area in the perennial section, it is the entry on hostas 

which will garner the most attention. Hostaphiles might not like this entry but per-

haps will appreciate Schenkôs straightforward, unvarnished assessment. Best if I 

quote him after his rather off-hand mention of ñshade gardeningôs most rewarding 

plantségrouped (chaotically) within this genusò. After featuring the likes of H. 

plantaginea (sic), Honey Bells, and H. Fortunei (sic), we get this right between the 

eyes: 

ñI wonôt name any more hostas, for their names are in a royal mess. Horticulture in 

Japan, Europe, and North America has made a busyness of the few hosta speciesð 

plants fervent about meeting and hybridizingðthe point where the Latin binomial 

system hardly makes sense when applied to the garden genus. There is a hosta society 

devoted to putting order in the house, but also bent on introducing new, minutely dif-

ferent hybrids each year.ò  

The author in his Shade Room. Photo by Don Normark 

Have things changed? 

Please note that these comments 

were made for the first, 1984, 

edition. In the present 2004 

publication there is an added 

chapter, ñRecent Findings,ò ð

new plants to make your garden 

something to talk about. There is 

nothing about hostas but you 

will discover some great com-

panion plants. 

The Complete Shade Gar-

dener is a must read for those 

of us with a lot of shade. Well, 

actually for all who are avid gar-

deners who enjoy beautiful 

prose about things horticultural. 

Henck is in that special realm of 

garden writers. 

 

Happy Gardening, 

Clyde 



 

AHS eNewsletter 16 July 2023 

 

Hostas Happeninôs 
Don Rawson, Grand Rapids, MI 

Jazzing Up the Garden 
ï 8 Steps for a Beautiful Landscape ï 

If you are like me, sometimes you need a little reminder of what is important in life. 

My wife or mother are usually the ones to offer those gentle words of counsel. I may 

not always appreciate it at the time, but I know they have my best interest in mind, 

and I usually need to hear it. 

In this article, I likewise would like to provide a few reminders to keep our at-

tention focused on what is important ï in our landscapes and in our gardens. We all 

are well aware of the basics to beautifying our yard and gardens, yet sometimes we 

need a little nudging to get things done. Here are the simple steps in sprucing up your 

landscape. 

1. Garden cleanup! 

If you have not yet done a thorough inspection and cleanup since last fall, now is the 

time to tackle it. As Larry the cable guy would say, Getôer done. 

The first activity in the garden is to pick up, prune up, and rake up. All debris 

from the previous season must go; it must be cleaned up, discarded, or composted. 

My rule of thumb is, ñClean up before green up!ò 

An inventory of garden tools and supplies should be taken. Fertilizer and weed 

preventer for the season should be obtained. The mower blade should be sharpened, 

the garden hose replaced, and plant labels should be inspected. Review your notes 

from the previous season. Plan ahead to keep from getting behind. 

And, of course, the garden 

must be weeded. Your hostas and 

companions may be downright 

breathtaking, but weeds are a 

huge distraction to any landscape. 

Nobody, absolutely nobody, likes 

a weedy garden. Weeding is a 

commitment of time and work, 

but it looks so nice when the gar-

den is finally weed free. A rigor-

ous and meticulous cleanup is the 

first order of business at hand, and that includes weeding the garden. 

 

Pʞᴘesˡi˛nʨʕ Gˉrɩˏɶˏʞ Wɫeɩˏʞ 

L˔ʁeʟ Hˏɼʍ 

Clipart by Art Explosion 125,000  Images  
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2. Mulch the garden! 

Mulching may be the least favorite task of the gardener. But when facing this task, 

just repeat this line over and over: ñMulching the garden can be so fun, so just dive 

in and get the job done!ò 

The benefits of mulch should not be underestimated. Mulch conserves water, 

maintains roots at an even temperature, enriches the soil, and prevents weed compe-

tition. It keeps fungal diseases down by reducing splashing of organisms on plants. 

Furthermore, mulch reduces erosion, and a garden which is freshly mulched is very 

appealing. It places the finishing touch to a beautiful and well-maintained land-

scape. 

A variety of materials are suitable for mulch, ranging from shredded bark  and 

wood chips to pine needles, cocoa hulls, and shredded leaves. Washed stone and lava 

rock are also options. Apply mulch in late spring or early summer after the soil 

warms up, 2 to 4ò deep. Avoid stepping on the hosta shoots while you are do it! 

There are a couple of no-noôs when it comes to mulching the garden. The first 

warning  is to stay away from landscape fabric. Those who lay landscape cloth have 

good intentions in mind, but weeds are still somehow able to penetrate the fabric, 

and it is a real bugger to take it back up a year or two later. A layer of newspaper 

placed under the mulch is a better option if a weed blocker is needed. 

The other caution when mulching the garden is to not cover the crown of the 

hostas. They need good air movement to grow their very best. Mulch placed over the 

crown creates an environment for both fungus and slugs. Stay back a few inches 

when mulching the garden. 

As a side note, a weed preventer such as Preen is well worth the investment. It 

will save you hours of time in weeding the garden in mid-summer. Apply it before 

mulching. 

3. Jazz up your grass! 

A beautiful garden is complemented by a beautiful lawn. An honest assessment of 

the lawn must be imposed because great gardens and green grass go hand in hand.  

Take a drive through your neighborhood. You will find that there are two types 

of grass: there is bad grass and then there is groovy grass. If you are like me, you ap-

preciate first class grass. 

Do NOT ignore the grass! You must be both a gardener and a lawner, my 

friend. If you are not a good lawner, hire it done. Either way, the lawn should not be 

neglected. 
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4. Keep the grass mowed! 

It may seem silly that we all need a reminder to mow the grass, but a lawn which 

needs mowed is the first sign that a landscape is being neglected. The saying is, ñIf 

you grow it, then you should mow it!ò 

 

  Getõer done! 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                                                          Clipart by Art Explosion 125,000 Images 

Perhaps you have heard of the 3-step program: fertilize, water, and mow. When 

a lawn is mowed regularly, it keeps the grass at the ideal height for photosynthesis 

and nutrient absorption. Furthermore, keeping the lawn mowed may be required by 

local ordinances or homeownersô association covenants. However, the primary moti-

vation is to keep your landscape looking lush, weed-free, and well maintained. Re-

minder: keep the grass mowed! 

5. Trim the hedges! 

The saying is, ñTrim the hedges and the edges!ò Trim the hedges before they are un-

reachable, and edge the lawn for maximum curb appeal. It delineates clean lines be-

tween your lawn and hardscaping features. Edging prevents grass roots from getting 

under the driveway and walkways. It keeps your flower beds free of grass and weeds. 

Trim the hedges. Your neighbors take note of hedges which are trimmed and 

trees which are pruned. Listen up: if youôve known theyôre overgrown, then youôre not 

alone. Keep the lawn and garden prim and proper: trim the hedges and the edges! 

6. Jazz up your plants! 

Now we are down to the nitty gritty. Have you taken a close look at your plants lately? 

How are your hostas doing? Plants, by the way, have feelings, like you and me. They 

may feel the need for water or fertilizer. Water, water, wateréespecially when itôs so 

doggone hot. It is perfectly okay to go out there and wet your plants!  
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Itõs okay to wet your plants! 

Photo by J. Odio. Used by permission.  

An application of an organic or synthetic fertilizer (such as 10-10-10) during 

the first part of summer will be appreciated by your garden treasures. Place the ferti-

lizer around the dripline of your hostaénot on top the crown. Be nice to your plants; 

kindness goes a long way. 

7. Plant some plants! 

At some point during the summer, it is a good idea to step back and look at the wide 

picture. Survey the overall appearance of your garden and landscape. As hostaholics, 

we tend to buy and plant everything we see, but is your garden getting overcrowded? 

Is it out of control? Is it becoming a jungle of plants with no thought, no plan, and no 

organization? Sometimes less is better. For example, large upright hostas show their 

form best when spaced out, or when sited in a prominent position. Those with red 

petioles strut their stuff when placed on a wall or pedestal. 
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On the other hand, perhaps there are sparse areas with not much to hold your 

attention. If this is the case, you may need to plant some plants! Donôt forget to 

space them according to their mature size, especially large hostas. Small hostas are 

easy to move, but the giants should be planted and left alone without moving or di-

viding to become showpieces in the landscape. 

8. Add some garden art! 

The final step is, ñDo your part to add some art!ò And while youôre at it, add some 

humor as well. Donôt take yourself so seriously. Gardening is supposed to be fun. 

Humorous art throughout the garden can include mop head planters, funny 

plaques and signs, homemade decorations, comical repurposed items, etc. Be crea-

tive and whimsical. Garden visitors will get a kick out of it. Thereôs nothing wrong 

with having a good laugh! 

Gardening is supposed to be fun. There is 

nothing wrong with having a good laugh! 

Photo by Rachelle Anderson. Used by permission. 

We spend so much time putting a tremendous amount of effort into making 

the garden look just right, but sometimes it just does not work out to our expecta-

tions. When disappointments may bring us down, humor in the garden can force a 

smile or even a chuckle, which in turn will lead us to increased positivity and kick 

start our gardening enthusiasm. How can a garden visitor be down when there are a 

couple of plastic pink flamingos prancing through the pansies? Add some garden 

artéand some gardening humor! 












































