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President's Message 
Andy Marlow, Hopkins, MN 

Wow! Just wow. In a nutshell, thatôs my reaction to the AHS 2021 virtual 
convention, a.k.a. Smitten in the Mitten.  The Southwest and West Michi-
gan Hosta Societies created a fantastic event attended virtually by over 500 
people. I didnôt attend every event, but several were of special interest to 
me.  

The garden tours were in some ways beyond what we would have experi-
enced had we been there in person. Number one, we wouldnôt have been 
able to fly around the gardens. Number two, we spent a lot more quality 
time with the gardeners than we would have been able to in person with 
many attendees competing for their attention. 

Another notable series, for me at least, was the workshops given by Gayle 
Hartley Alley and Kathie Sisson. Gayle, the International Registrar for the 
Genus Hosta, explained in detail the process for registering new cultivars 
and why itôs important to do so. Kathie, a skilled photographer, explained 
and illustrated how to take the three photos required to go along with a reg-
istration form: clump, leaf and flower. I have a plant that has been kicking 
around my garden for many years that should be registered. I think I am 
now motivated to do so. 

In case you missed any of the convention events while they were going on, 
they are still accessible on the convention website (ahs2021.org) to regis-
tered attendees. Just use the password that was sent to you when you regis-
tered. Itôs possible we can make the videos available to all members of AHS 
in the future, but for now only people who registered for the convention will 
see them. 

If wider distribution comes a reality, making those videos available will be 
the job of Joe Parisi. During the AHS Board meeting that was part of the 
convention, the Board approved the creation of a new position, Video Edi-
tor, reporting to the Vice President Publications. I have appointed Joe to 
the job. He is a retired physician from Mayo Clinic. Retirement has allowed 
him to hone his skills with several image and video editing and graphic de-
sign programs. He entered the hosta world through his hostaholic wife, 
Chris. Together, their love of hostas has evolved into a collection of over 
300 varieties. Joe has been active in the Shades of Green Hosta Society of 
Southeast Minnesota, where he is cochair of the 2023 Midwest Regional 
Hosta Society Convention. 

http://ahs2021.org


 

AHS eNewsletter 4 Oct  2021 

Another appointive position that has been around a little longer, also took 
a little longer to fill. The editor of the Online Hosta Journal needs to know 
a lot about hostas, should be a good writer, have wide contacts in the hosta 
world, and know how to get the job done. I finally found just the right per-
son in David Teager of Garnett Valley, PA. Those of you who attended the 
AHS 50th anniversary convention in Philadelphia in 2018 (Phifty in Philly) 
would recognize David as the very busy and very capable chair of that con-
vention. He is a constant presence on many of the hosta related sites on 
Facebook and is always ready with a knowledgeable and well written com-
ment or answer. I know if David makes a comment, it will be accurate! He 
has also been the President of the Delaware Valley Hosta Society and the 
editor of its newsletter. 

There was also a changing of the guards of sorts among AHS elected offic-
ers at the Michigan convention. New people were elected to fill the posi-
tions of Vice President Judging/Exhibitions (David Bowe), Vice President 
Genus Hosta (Glenn Herold), Vice President Member Services (Phyllis 
Weidman) and Vice President Publications (Bob Saathoff). Not new to the 
Board, but in a new position, Barry Ankeny has moved from Vice President 
Publications to be the new Membership Secretary. I look forward to 
working with all the Board members. We anticipate having an in-person 
Board meeting in October in the Twin Cities. 

I also deeply appreciate the contributions of outgoing Board members Mi-
chael Greanya, Jim Henry, Sandy Klausman, and especially Sandie Mark-
land, who served faithfully and well for 18 years as Membership Secretary. 

Finally, I have been asked a number of times about the 2022 convention 
slated to be held in Minnesota. We are planning on meeting June 8 
through 11 at the Minneapolis Marriott Northwest in Brooklyn Park. Itôs 
the same location that was planned for the cancelled 2020 convention. Be-
cause of the impact of the Delta variant of COVID 19, we felt it was best to 
hold off a bit on publicizing and opening registration for 2022. Look for the 
convention website and registration to open sometime in October. 

Well before we became all too aware of COVID 19, the Minnesota Hosta 
Society chose an outstanding cultivar from Dan Wols as the 2020 conven-
tion plant. It turned out to be somewhat prophetic. The cultivar is H. 
óPhoenix Feathersô. The phoenix is a mythical bird that perishes in a ball of 
flames but rises again from its ashes. Hosta Vision 2022 is the convention 
equivalent of the phoenix.  
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The plants MHS ordered were delivered on time, and thanks to Dennis Sa-
vory of Savoryôs Gardens, they have been carefully nurtured and will be 
very mature plants by the time convention attendees receive them. Recent-
ly a group of MHS members went out to weed the plants and I took this 
photo of our efforts. 
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Meet Your New Board Members... 

Glenn Herold:  Vice President Genus Hosta 

I was born and raised in Watertown, Wisconsin and received both BS (Biology and 

Secondary Ed) and MS degrees (Horticulture) from the University of Wisconsin-

Madison. Since retiring in 2011 my wife, Terry, and I have been living in Cedarburg, 

WI. We have one daughter who resides in Durham, NC. 

Between starting my career and retiring, I was Professor of Horticulture and Head 

Cross Country coach at Illinois Central College, East Peoria, IL for 32 years. There I 

founded the Illinois Central College Arboretum, which is now a display garden for 

the AHS.  

Hosta offices held: 

President of Central Illinois Hosta Society, 1995-96 

Secretary of the Midwest Regional Hosta Society, 2009- 2011 

President of the Midwest Regional Hosta Society, 2011 to 2015 

American Hosta Society Region 5 Liaison, 2017-2021 

Vice President Genus Hosta, 2021-present 

I first became interested in hostas a few years after starting my teaching career at 

ICC. I thought the arboretum needed a hosta display, so I contacted Roy Klehm to 

see if he could help out. He shipped me dozens of hostas! I continued to add to the 

collection through connections with Tom Micheletti and local nurseries.  

Tom asked me to speak at the Midwest Regional Hosta Society Winter Scientific 

Meeting (now Winter Conference) shortly after its inception. I'm not sure how many 

years in a row I did this, but it was a lot. 

I was also a founding member of the Central IL Hosta Society. Besides serving as its 

president, I was co-chair of the 1996 AHS National Convention in Peoria. 

I still do not consider myself a hosta expert but have found my niche and gladly con-

tinue to serve the MRHS and AHS. What keeps me going is the many friends I have 

made within the group.  
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Barry Ankney: Membership Secretary 

Barry is a retired clinical and school psychologist.  He began growing hostas in 1970, 

when he was given three plants from a family member.  Over the years, his collection 

grew to around 600 cultivars. After retirement, he bought White Oak Nursery and 

later the inventory from The Hosta Patch. He was then growing 1,600 varieties at 

White Oak Nursery.  After selling White Oak Nursery he retired to Chicago.  

He has been active in local, regional and national hosta organizations.  He served as 

President of the Central Illinois Hosta Society, President of the Midwest Regional 

Hosta Society, Editor of the AHS eNewsletter, Editor of the AHS Online Hosta Jour-

nal, and later as VP Publications for AHS. He currently serves as webmaster for the 

Central Illinois Hosta Society and Webmaster for the Midwest Regional Hosta Socie-

ty, in addition to serving as AHS Membership Secretary. He is also active in planning 

for the Northern Illinois Hosta Societyôs 2022 MRHS convention to be held in Lisle, 

Illinois next summer. 

Barry is excited to take on this role as Membership Secretary and plans to initiate 

some new initiatives to retain current members and recruit new members to the 

American Hosta Society. Feel free to contact him with any questions at 

AHS.Memberships@gmail.com or call him at 309-678-4119. Also, if you have a 

friend or neighbor who you think may be interested in learning more about AHS, just 

send their name, address, and email to Barry and he will send them an informational 

packet and a membership application. 

H, óChristmas Treeô 

Photo by Mary Vertz 

H, óParadigmô 

Photo by Mary Vertz 

mailto:AHS.Memberships@gmail.com
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Hostas and Associates 
Glenn Herold, Cedarburg, WI 

H. óGuacamole ô: 2002 Hosta of the Year 

The Hosta of the Year was only in its 

7th year but already 'Fragrant Bou-

quet' had figured in 3 of the selec-

tions. The 1998 HOY was a parent of 

the 1996 HOY, 'So Sweet.'  

H. óSo Sweetô   

Photo by Glenn Herold 

H. óGuacamoleô  

Photo by Glenn Herold 

It also led to the 2002 selection, 

for 'Guacamole' was found during 

the tissue culture process of prop-

agating 'Fragrant Bouquetô. Bob 

Solberg registered this reverse 

variegation of 'Fragrant Bouquet' 

in 1994. 

'Guacamole' is a medium to large plant 

and is a very good grower. The leaves have 

a medium to dark green 5/8-inch margin 

and a center that starts out chartreuse and 

changes to a bright gold during the sum-

mer, especially if it gets a couple hours of 

morning sun. They are shiny and of better 

than average substance. A thin bloom is 

found on the underside of the leaf.  

H. óGuacamoleô  

Photo by Glenn Herold 
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The pale lavender to white flow-

ers form in mid-August until 

September on scapes that are 

about 3 feet long. Flowers are 

very fragrant, as are those of its 

close relatives 'So Sweet' and 

'Fragrant Bouquetô. Few pods 

form, so it is not a good breeder. 

H. óHalcyonô   

Photo by Glenn Herold 

A number of notable sports of 'Guacamole' have been found and intro-

duced. Perhaps the most renowned is 'Stained Glassô, which would become 

the 2006 HOY. It has a wider edge than 'Guacamoleô, about 2 inches, and 

a bright gold center. 'Fried Bananas' is an all-gold sport, and 'Fried Green 

Tomatoes' is all green and very shiny. 'Avocado' and 'Holy Mole' are both 

tetraploids that have a wider green margin and narrow gold center.  

H. óEmerald Chargerô   

Photo by Glenn Herold 

Grandplants (I think I coined a new 

word!) of 'Guacamoleô, both muta-

tions of 'Stained Glassô, are 

'Cathedral Windowsô, a tetraploid, 

and 'Emerald Chargerô, which has a 

wider green margin and was the 

2013 Midwest Regional Hosta Socie-

ty convention plant, held in Lisle, IL. 

I am especially impressed with 

'Emerald Charger'. It has a tight 

compact form and has held up very 

well on the west edge of my hosta 

bed, receiving direct late afternoon 

sun.  
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Though 'Guacamole' is not currently in the top 15 of the AHS Popularity 

Poll, it remains a hosta grower's favorite and should be in every shade 

garden. 

Bob Solberg is well known throughout the hosta world as an introducer, 

breeder, propagator, and lecturer.  A life-long North Carolina resident, he 

was educated in the plant sciences at Davison University and the Univer-

sity of North Carolina. Currently, he lives in Franklinton, NC where he 

sells hostas both wholesale, retail, and mail order from his Green Hill 

Farm. Since specializing in hostas in 1981, he has introduced or co-

introduced over 160 hostas. In 2016, Bob introduced óFirst Blushô, one of 

the first hostas to have red coloration extend into the leaf blade. 

The American Hosta Society wouldnôt be the thriving organization that it 

currently is without Bob. From 1988-1990 he was editor of The Hosta 

Journal. In 1998 he was elected Vice President for The Genus Hosta and 

currently serves as the American Hosta Growers Association liaison, an 

organization that he co-founded in 1998. It is this organization that 

names the annual Hosta of the Year. In 2003 he was the recipient of the 

Alex J. Summers Distinguished Merit Award. In 2008 Bob was awarded 

the Eunice Fisher Distinguished Hybridizer Merit Award by the American 

Hosta Society for his work with hostas.  

Bob has spent most of his life studying hostas, both here in the US and in 

Japan. Much of this knowledge he passes on as a frequent speaker to hos-

ta societies, and through his numerous articles in The Hosta Journal and 

his own publication, Green Hill Gossip. Despite all his accolades, Bob re-

mains humble and easy to talk with. We are fortunate to have him in our 

midst. 
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GO HOSTAS! 
Warren I. Pollock, Glen Mills, PA 

In the July 2021 eNewsletter I announced that the October issue will be devoted to overwintering 

hostas growing in containers. I mentioned I am collecting readers' experiences and requested con-

tributions. 

The first article below is my unusual method of overwintering containerized hostas, some quite 

large, on my balcony. I call it the "On-site Overwintering Methodò I don't think it is used by any-

one else. (Let me know, please:  giboshiwip@aol.com.) 

I initiated my "On-Site Method" about five years ago and I have had 100% success with it.  It gets 

freezing cold in the winter where I live, sometimes for over a week. Though there often is repeti-

tive freezing and thawing, I've never observed any root damage. This could be due to root systems 

of the hostas in the containers are well established.   

 

My methodology is then followed by contributions from readers to the July request. For their re-

sponses, I want to thank Cornelia B. Holland, Franklin, Tennessee; Cozart Smith, Decatur, Geor-

gia; George R. Kruer, Milton, Delaware; Harold W. McDonell, Fayetteville, Georgia (editor of 

Georgia Hosta Society Notes [newsletter]); June Colley and John Baker, Hampshire, England 

(principals in British Hosta and Hemerocallis Society); and Larry Tucker, Memphis, Tennessee 

(author of "Hosta la Vista" column in The Hosta Journal).  

OVERWINTERING HOSTAS IN CONTAINERS   

H. 'Sun Mouse' (T. Avent - NR) PP30033  

H. 'Mini Skirt' (Walters Gardens - 2013) PP26743 

Hostas in a 

bowl on 

Warrenôs 

patio.  

Leaves 

spread 21ò 

across  and 

are 8ò high 

mailto:giboshiwip@aol.com
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On-Site Method of Overwintering Hostas in 

Containers by Warren I. Pollock 

For some twenty years I had an extensive hosta garden in Wilmington, 

Delaware. In June 2000 I moved into a retirement community in Glen 

Mills, Pennsylvania, about 10 miles northeast towards Philadelphia. It is a 

third-floor apartment with no gardening land associated with it. But it has 

a south facing concrete balcony about nine feet by twelve feet. 

For the first couple of years, the balcony only had wrought iron furniture. I 

was not satisfied with this! I wanted an aesthetic venue with some huge 

hostas in containers. But I realized I had no garage facility for overwinter-

ing containers as I had 

done each winter in my 

Wilmington residence.  

Specifically for overwinter-

ing hostas in containers, I 

built a multi-level network 

of shelves in the back of my 

garage. Over 500 hosta 

containers were stored n 

my garage each winter.  

My investigation lead to de-

velopment of what I call the 

On-Site Overwintering 

Method. It involves no 

moving of hostas in con-

tainers into special shel-

tered conditions. In other 

words, whatôs on my balco-

ny in spring, summer and 

fall is overwintered in their 

same sites on my balcony in 

winter. For the most part, 
H. óTouch of Classò 

Photo by Warren Pollock 








































































