
 

AHS eNewsletter 1 Oct 2022 

 

 

The American Hosta Society 
Oct 2022                            eNewsletter 

 

H. óBullfrogô 
W. Hoover 2016 

(Photo by Mary Vertz) 



 

AHS eNewsletter 2 Oct 2022 

Table of Contents 

 
Bob Saathoff 

Vice President Publications 
 
 

Mary Vertz 
eNewsletter Editor 

 
 

Josh Spece 
Webeditor-in-Chief 

 
 

Andy Marlow 
Glenn Herold 

Warren I. Pollock 
Clyde Crockett 
Featured Columnists 

 
 
 
 
 

President's Message - Andy Marlowéééééééééééééé  3 

Hostas and Associates - Glenn Herold ééééé..ééééé..é  6 

GO HOSTAS! - Warren Pollock ééééééééé.éééééé.é..  8 

Book Notice - Clyde Crockett ..éééééééééééé..é.ééé  14 

And In Other Hosta News éé..é.é.é..éééééééé..é.é  17 

AHS Advertising  .ééééééééé.é.é..ééééé.ééé.éé  26 

Support Our Advertisers éééééééééééééééééé.. 32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receiving the AHS eNewsletter is 
FREE and EASY! 

 
To subscribe to the American Hosta Society eNewsletter 

just click on this link: 
 

http://www.americanhostasociety.org/Publications/enewsletter.htm  
 

Enter your name and email address in the spaces provided. You will 
be sent a confirmation by email to which you must respond in order 
to be placed on the distribution list. You will then automatically re-

ceive all future AHS eNewsletters to enjoy! 
 

You may unsubscribe at any time by going to the same link. 

http://www.americanhostasociety.org/Publications/enewsletter.htm


 

AHS eNewsletter 3 Oct 2022 

 

President's Message 
Andy Marlow, Hopkins, MN 

I sat down to write my presidentôs message about some mundane hosta 

business when I learned that my dear friend Dr. Bob Olson had passed on. 

It was not surprising as he had battled multiple myeloma for several years, 

beating it back and then being beset again. But I had just visited with him 

and thought there would be time for more visits. That was not to be. 

For those of you who had not had the good fortune to get to know him 

in person, Bob served three terms as president of the American Hosta Soci-

ety. He was editor of The Hosta Journal for more than two decades. Along 

with designer Janet Mills, he built the magazine into the premier plant spe-

cialty magazine in America. Many people joined the AHS and happily paid 

their dues just to receive this fantastic, glossy, photo-filled and extremely 

informative publication. For these and many other achievements in 2019 he 

was awarded the AHS Lifetime Achievement Award, one of only five people 

in the history of AHS to be so honored. 

But Bob was much more than just these things. He was an outstanding 

human being, unfailingly kind and always willing to talk hostas with anyone 

interested. He had an incredible knowledge of all things hosta, and what he 

didnôt know he knew just who to ask to find out. He was an excellent pho-

tographer, too. His photos were featured on the front cover of The Hosta 

Journal, a very high honor, more often than all but two other people. The 

cover shots were not chosen because they were Bobôs photos, but because 

they were outstanding. 
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I knew Bob for almost 40 years. He joined the Menôs Garden Club of 

Minneapolis (now the Menôs and Womenôs Garden Club of Minneapolis) in 

1984, a couple of years after I did. We hit it off as friends, and eventually he 

helped me understand that the ñgreen and green and whiteò hostas grow-

ing in my yard were just the tip of the iceberg. He sent me to Bob Savoryôs 

nursery and gave me cuttings from some of his own plants. My interest 

grew with his encouragement. I called him my personal hosta guru. 

In 2003 he invited me to become photo editor of The Hosta Journal. 

He was gently very persuasive. A couple of years later he dragged me to my 

first hosta convention, a Midwest Regional gathering, in nearby Rochester, 

Minnesota. And then off to a national convention in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Along the way he talked me into becoming the recording secretary of the 

Minnesota Hosta Society, which later lead to my becoming Treasurer and 

then President. 

He and I also teamed up to make presentations, mostly humorous, 

some even intentionally so. We entertained at the annual awards banquet 

of the Menôs and Womenôs Garden Club. We did a review of the Benedict 

Garden Performance Hosta contenders for an annual Minnesota Hosta So-

ciety luncheon. And being the hams we were, spoke to nearly any organiza-

tion that would have us. 

And we did road trips together, usually to hosta gatherings, and usu-

ally with our mutual friend Steve Shubick. A most memorable jaunt was 

our two-day, almost non-stop journey to the 2015 AHS convention in Ra-

leigh, North Carolina. Driving at night in a pouring rain through the West 

Virginia mountains was scary, but Bob maintained his stoic Swedish perso-

na in the backseat throughout. 
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His passing leaves a big hole in my heart, and a huge absence in hos-

tadom. Iôm afraid we shall not see his like again. My Jewish friends would 

say, ñMay his memory be blessing.ò I am blessed to have known him. 

Steve Shubick, Andy Marlow and Bob Olson  in Karen and Carl Vanden 

Heuvelôs garden during the 2019 AHS Convention in Green Bay. 
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Hostas and Associates 
Glenn Herold, Cedarburg, WI 

The last several years in America have been especially politically-charged, 

and the elections this fall are not likely to be exceptions to the trend, so it 

might feel like a relief to get away from the news headlines and just read an 

article about trees. Maybe thatôs why youôre reading this article. If that is 

the case, you'll be surprised to learn that trees might have political persua-

sions of their own. In fact, you might even say that trees are socialists. So-

cialism is defined as "a theory of social organization which advocates that 

production, distribution, and exchange should be regulated by the commu-

nity as a whole." There is evidence to suggest that trees share their re-

sources for the equal benefit of members of their community, so by defini-

tion, they are socialists! 

 Nut trees, such as oaks, hickories, pecans, walnuts, and beeches, tend 

to produce heavy crops in some years but not in others. Though the exact 

reasoning for this is not known, the theory is that the tree stores up energy, 

in the form of carbohydrates or sugars, and produces a nut crop that mim-

ics the amount of energy stored. In the year following those where moisture 

and sunshine are in abundance, the tree produces a wealth of nuts. Another 

theory is that when a tree senses that its life may be on the line, nut produc-

tion is plentiful, so that its lineage may endure.  

 The first argument makes a lot of sense, for it takes much energy to 

produce fruit and seeds. If this were the case though, some trees in the for-

est would produce a heavy crop in a given year, while another tree would 

not, because conditions are not equal for all trees all the time. But they 

donôt. If one tree produces a heavy crop, others do the same. The trees act 

The Political Persuasions of Trees 
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not as individuals, but somehow as a commune, for the benefit of all. We 

still donôt understand how they do this but we have to wonder: are the trees 

able to communicate with each other? 

 Well actually they do, not as animals do, but by pheromones, hor-

mone-like compounds that are carried by the wind. When one tree is at-

tacked by a pest, that tree will release specific compounds that warn other 

trees of the invader. Downwind trees receive the signal and are able to 

manufacture defensive chemicals. The trees warn each other and the in-

vaders are repelled.  

Can they do the same with food storage? Possibly. Trees are intercon-

nected by an underground network of beneficial fungi called mycorrhizae. 

Hostas make use of mycorrhizae for their survival as well. Astute readers 

may remember that I wrote an article about this for the Hosta Journal 

(See: ñDo My Hostas Need Mycorrhizae?ò, The Hosta Journal, vol. 49, no. 

1, 2018) These fungi inhabit the roots and assist the tree in the uptake of 

water and nutrients. Itôs a symbiotic relationship. The fungus benefits by 

receiving carbohydrates from the trees. Mycorrhizae form fungal bridges 

that connect all trees in a forest and redistribute the wealth of carbohy-

drates from tree to tree.  This equal distribution might then result in the 

uniform production of nuts. In other words, the trees are playing Robin 

Hood; they take from the rich and give to the poor. Looking back at the def-

inition of socialism, we can see that the trees fit this definition. Itôs not one 

tree against another, but rather benefiting the community as a whole. All 

flourishing is mutual. 

 Perhaps we can learn something from trees. While this political ideal 

is quite controversial in America, for trees, their "socialism" is simply a 

method of survival. Iôm not advocating socialism, but those of us who have 

more than we need should find ways to help those who donôt. By doing so, 

we will all benefit and the community as a whole will flourish.  
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GO HOSTAS! 
Warren I. Pollock, Glen Mills, PA 

Editorôs Note: Following is an edited/expanded article Warren wrote in the 
Summer 2022 issue of the Delaware Valley Hostas Society Newsletter (Vol 
31:4): 

 

UPDATE: OVERWINTERING HOSTAS IN CONTAINERS 

Photos: Myrna Bloom Marcus, Glen Mills, PA 

In the Spring 2022 DVHS Newsletter (Vol 31:3), Kathy Miller, DVHS 
Newsletter editor, and I composed an article titled ñNow You See It, Now 
You Donôt: Overwintering Hostas in Containers.ò Here is additional infor-
mation. 

 Bob Olson who recently passed away, editor of The Hosta Journal, 
The American Hosta Societyôs biannual membership publication, reported 
on his own methods for overwintering containers. (The Hosta Journal Vol 
52:2, pp 31-33). Most problems with winter damage, Bob states, arise when 
hostas emerge from dormancy early and water moves from the roots up in-
to the crown. An early spring cold snap cannot only injure leaves but poten-
tially also the crowns as the additional intracellular water freezes and rup-
tures cells. Early but temporary warm spells are common in temperate cli-
mates. 

 Bob Olson resides in the Minneapolis area where this problem gener-
ally is avoided. Nevertheless, protecting dormant plants from the bitter cold 
is helpful. In the past he has dug a pit in the garden in which he placed the 
containers and covered them with soil. He has also tried stacking pots 
against a wall and covering them with bags of leaves. Both methods worked 
well for him 

 As Bob Olson mentioned in his article, when I lived in Wilmington, 
Delaware, my property was beset with tree roots that made it hard for the 
hostas to compete. I started out growing them in pots placed in the ground 
where they wouldn't have to compete with the trees for water and nutrients. 
Each fall I pulled the potted plants in dormancy out of the ground, copious-
ly watered them and brought them into my unheated garage. 

 At the back end of the two-car garage along the entire rear wall, I had 
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built a series of shelves, five shelves high, from 2 by 4 lumber. This is where 
I stored the pots over winter. In the spring, when they broke dormancy, I 
brought them outside. 

 Currently my hosta pots reside on the balcony of my third floor retire-
ment apartment in Glen Mills, PA. In part, because there are folks below 
me on the second floor balcony, all my containers sit on large saucers. They 
collect the excess drainage water. 

H. óGuntherôs Prizeô on balcony. A 
beautifully streaked sport of H. óSum 
and Substanceô. Never registered. 

Springtime. Hostas on bal-

cony. Note Saucers. 

Wintertime. Hostas on bal-

cony. 
















































