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President's Message 
Amy Peterson, Oakdale, MN 

What is your favorite season? Mine is fall and the vibrant transition of color the trees 
display as well as cooler weather. The hosta garden also has obvious changes, leaves 
turning gold to brown, fewer flowers and more seed pods setting for the future. Iôm 
not a hybridizer and I admire those who do as they create our future choices. As of 
September 2023 the AHS Registrar has processed 85 new hosta registrations with 
more expected in the last quarter of 2023. Last fall I did collect seed pods in response 
to my local hosta society challenge to collect, start and then share what grew at our 
April general meeting. I admit to collecting but never planting due to problem with my 
arm injury, but a handful of others did meet the challenge and I plan to start seeds in 
2024. Some of our participants made formal crosses, hybridized, while other reaped 
natures choices. The display in April was interesting as a full range of leaf color was 
observed. Yes there were many just ñgreenò ones predominating but there were also 
some with distinction.  Those that participated shared their babies and I would say all 
enjoyed the event that April. Many of our hosta vendorôs websites contain information 
on collecting seed pods and starting seeds. The AHS website under the Education tab 
and file ñHybridizing Part 1 and 2ò also has how to information.  You may want to give 
it a try this year as the time is right to collect seed pods for starting early next year. Lo-
cal hosta societies are often looking for activities that membership can enjoy so maybe 
a seed starting challenge would be such an activity to try. As trying new things can be 
fun even if only done once.   

The new AHS board of directors will be meeting in October and reviewing our 
activities, established and new for 2024 along with a budget and status reports.  We 
hope to bring you activities that help sustain and grow your interest in hosta as well as 
grow the society. While we can put our best efforts forward for you all, your ongoing 
participation is also required. Please continue your active participation in reading the 
periodic AHS publications, go online to see whatôs new as the updated website should 
be released in the near future. Attend not only you local society meetings but attend a 
regional event and the national convention and renewing your AHS membership as 
well as encouraging others to join. In 2023 we had 102 new AHS members ï hurrah! 
Other opportunities include volunteering for leadership roles, writing articles, taking 
photographs, entering leaves in a hosta shows, becoming a show judge, hosting a gar-
den tour, etc. No one person can do it all but collectively we can sustain and grow both 
the local and national hosta society. My challenge to you for 2024 is to step up and out 
of your comfort zone and be as active as you can in sharing your time and talents. 
Make 2024 your season of change! 

Amy Peterson, AHS President 
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Hostas and Associates 
Glenn Herold, Cedarburg, WI 

Masterwort is a Star in the Shade Garden 

Photos by Glenn Herold 

What are your favorite perennials for a shade garden? Hostas, ferns, astil-

be, and lungwort come to mind. How about masterwort, known botanically 

as Astrantia? It might not be at the top of your list but mixes well with all of 

the above, for it, too, thrives on shady sites with even soil moisture.  

 Astrantia, consisting of eight to ten species, is a member of the carrot 

family, or Apiaceae. It is native to Central, Eastern, and Southern Europe 

and the Caucasus, a region between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. 

Though I find its foliage very attractive, it is best known for its white to pink 

flower clusters, which are surrounded by a collar of straw-like bracts. Be-

ginning in late spring, the one-inch clusters open and the colorful bracts are 

effective through fall. The genus, Astrantia, is derived from the Latin word 

ñaster,ò meaning star, a reference to the star-like appearance of the flowers. 

They are faintly fragrant and make an excellent, long-lasting cut flower. It 

is an exceptional perennial alternative to the annual flower known as straw-

flower, which is in the aster family and has the botanical name Xerochry-

sum bracteatum. 

Astrantia major Masterpiece foliage 
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 The two species most often found in the nursery trade are Astrantia 

major, the great masterwort, and Astrantia maxima, which has the com-

mon name largest masterwort. Both top out at two to three feet, so I find 

the common names rather confusing. All the more reason to use botanical 

names! Astrantia maxima has larger flowers that are held far above the 

three to five lobed leaves that are at the base of the plant. It is not as vigor-

ous a grower as Astrantia major. 

 Most of the cultivars that are readily available are of the species 

Astrantia major. The leaves are deeply 

cut and three to seven lobed. It spreads 

by lateral stems called stolons, but not to 

the point of becoming invasive or weedy. 

I have not yet had to rein in any of the six 

cultivars that I currently grow. Flower 

color ranges from greenish-white to deep 

pink, the color that dominates most of 

the cultivars. Propagation is by division 

of the clump in autumn or early spring. It 

may also self-seed, though I have not yet 

seen this happen in my garden.  

 óRomaô has rose-pink florets in the 

center of the flower surrounded by silver-

pink bracts.  

Astrantia major Masterpiece flowers 

Astrantia major Roma flowers (spring) 
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 óRuby Cloudô has red florets with greenish or pinkish bracts. óStar of 

Fireô has pink bracts tipped with black. The stems have an attractive con-

trasting dark color. óSparkling Stars Pink,ô perhaps my favorite, has pink 

and cream flowers.  

Astrantia major Roma Astrantia major Roma 

Astrantia major Sparkling Stars Pink Astrantia major Star of Fire flowers 
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 Two of my plants have variegated leaves: óMasterpieceô has deep green 

leaves with a gold center. Flowers are pink. óVanilla Gorillaô is the more 

striking of the two with green and white leaves and pink flowers. As ex-

pected, because of less chlorophyll in the leaves, the plant is not as vigorous 

as my other cultivars. 

 When planting Astrantia, mix organic matter into the soil to help re-

tain moisture, for it is not drought tolerant. Through the summer, if you see 

the plant becoming limp, give it a drink of water. Siting the plant where it 

receives morning sun or dappled shade is best, though it will tolerate full 

sun if kept moist. Besides being useful in the shade garden, Astrantia can 

also be used at the edge of a bog garden. It is deer and pest resistant. Past 

uses included those that are medicinal, as the word ówortô in the common 

name implies. It was used for relief of muscle cramps, stomach disorders, 

digestive problems, and other intestinal maladies.  

 Itôs easy to fall in love with and get hooked on Astrantia. Though it 

may not be the first plant you use to co-star with your hostas, you will soon 

discover that it is more than an extra on the set.  

Astrantia major Vanilla Gorilla foliage Astrantia major Vanilla Gorilla flowers 

Additional articles on plants and gardening can be found on my blog:  
https://TheCottageGardener53012.Wordpress.com 

https://TheCottageGardener53012.Wordpress.com
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GO HOSTAS! 
Warren I. Pollock, Glen Mills, PA 

GO HOSTAS! 

Land of the Giants Hosta Farm 
- a new beginning 

Reprinted with permission of Milan and Dana Zubrik, Eurohosta, Slovakia  

JEFF MILLER 

Founder of the company 

Land of the Giants Hosta Farm 

Land of the Giants Hosta Farm is a family-owned and operated business located in Milton, Wis-

consin, US, specializing in growing and selling hostas. Established in 2007, it has become one of the 

largest hosta nurseries in the Midwest. 
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Land of the Giants Hosta Farm was established by Jeff Miller. Ashley 

Moscoso said: ñMy father has never done anything smallò. Jeff was known 

for doing things big and hostas were not an exception... Jeff and is wife 

Penny started planting hostas around his house as a hobby. Their interest 

in hostas grew and soon they turned his hobby into a business. The busi-

ness grew until an estimated 450,000 hostas filled all planting area around 

the house. Jeffôs huge hosta plants and his amazing, award-winning culti-

vars, were known countrywide and were very demanded by any hosta lover 

in US. As Jeff was known for doing things big, he was also enthusiastic 

about giant sized hostas and he introduced several gigantic cultivars as a 

part of his ñGiantlandò series. 

 Under Jeff's leadership, Land of the Giants earned a reputation for 

producing high-quality, healthy hostas that were well-suited to the local cli-

mate. The farm's commitment to sustainable growing practices and cus-

tomer service helped make it a popular destination for gardeners across the 
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country. Jeff was also a respected member of the gardening community. He 

was a valued member and past president of the Wisconsin Hosta Society. 

He wrote articles for various gardening magazines and gave presentations 

at gardening conferences and events. 

 In late 2021, Jeff passed away suddenly after a short and serious ill-

ness, and nine days later, his wife Penny lost her battle with Huntington's 

disease.  Ashley, her brother Andrew, and their entire family were devastat-

ed. 

 However, Ashley and her husband Pedro Moscoso decided to continue 

Jeff's legacy and bring the farm into the future. Ashley said, "People love 

my father's cultivars, and it is a great honor for me to be able to continue to 

offer them to hosta lovers" and she continued: ñLike so many of the new 

hosta varieties Jeff introduced over the years, he was truly one of a kind. I 

lost two of my most beloved people during a few days. However, just as one 

season follows another, a new spring is arriving and bringing with it a time 

for new beginnings. In that spirit, I am stepping up to continue the busi-

ness and honor my Fatherôs legacy along with my partner, Pedroò. 

 Ashley is preparing a new system for managing orders and plant in-

ventory, which is crucial for online orders to work efficiently. Jeff knew im-

mediately where each cultivar was situated in the garden and how much of 

it there was, but now Ashley needs to establish a new plant registration sys-

tem and a new system of plant location in the garden. A new webpage is al-

so in the works, and Ashley has already started scheduling open houses, 

similar to past years. She would also like to continue the tradition of hosta 

breedingé There are still so many things for Ashley to learn and to doé 

 ñIt is so exciting to see dadôs and Pennyôs plants in the gardens around 

the country and even around the worldò. People send her pictures of hostas 

that they bought in the past from Land of Giant Hosta Farm. 

 When you start a business, one think is crucial - friends. There are 

many friends around Ashley. They believed in Jeff and now they believe in 

Ashley. Pedro is doing a lot of outdoor work and Ashley focuses on custom-

er serviceðfor example managing orders, communication with customers 

and related issues. 
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Letôs mention some of Giantland hostasé 

H.  óGiantland Puckered Creviceô is a medi-

um-large hosta with rounded, very corrugated, 

very rugose golden yellow leaves. This is the most 

corrugated and unruly hosta known to Jeff. 

ñEveryone who sees it, wants itò. 

ñH. óGiantland Aftershockô has that WOW factor 

youôve been looking for!ò said Jeff. Outstanding medi-

um/large clump of rounded blue leaves are beautifully 

cupped and corrugated with a shocking spark of green 

and white streaked in the center. ñThere is simply no 

other cupper out there with this fantastic variegation", 

says Jeff. This hosta will leave you with ñaftershocks!ò. 

 

 

H. óGiantland Butterfly Wingsô. This 

cultivar has fabulous blue-green, corru-

gated leaves with a narrow rippled, 

creamy edge. Makes a big statement in the 

garden! 
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H. óGiantland Big Bastardô. 

ñNow that is a BIG BASTARD!ò were 

Jeffôs exact words when he came 

across this monster in his 8-year-old 

seedling bed. With a reaction like 

that it was a no-brainer to select this 

one to introduce. If you want a hosta 

that growls at you as you walk by 

and eats voles as a side snack, then 

this hosta is for you! 

H. óGiantland Megalodonô. A huge, vase-shaped hosta with horizontally held, rippled, shiny 

green leaves. Make a massive statement in the garden! 
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 The sudden loss of Jeff and Penny was a huge blow to the family, but 

Ashley is determined to maintain Land of the Giants Hosta Farm and honor 

her father's legacy. With the support of many friends and her husband Ped-

ro, Ashley is working hard to keep the business going and make sure Jeff's 

incredible hostas continue to thrive. 

 We are keeping our fingers crossed that Ashley will be able to main-

tain Land of the Giants Hosta Farm even in the difficult times we are expe-

riencing now and we very hope that we will see some next amazing cultivars 

from this company on the market in the close future. 

PS: We knew Jeff only through email communications, but we knew him as 

so nice person. He was always very kind to us, despite being so very busy. 

He showed a big interest in our breeding work... We remember Jeff as a 

man full of optimism, a cheerful spirit, and a great enthusiasm for hostas. 

In 2021, we noticed that Jeff's emails were becoming increasingly sporadic, 

and we suspected that something is wrongé 

May God bless you, Jeff and Penny. Rest in peace! 

Ashley Moscoso and her father Jeff Miller. 
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�+�����µ�*�L�D�Q�W�O�D�Q�G���6�H�U�H�Q�L�W�\�¶ H. óGiantland Royal Highnessô 

�+�����µ�*�L�D�Q�W�O�D�Q�G���.�D�U�P�D�¶ 

H. óGiantland Hearts on Fireô 

H. �µGiantland Black Satinô H. óGiantland Ruffle Skirtô 


































































