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President's Message 
Amy Peterson, Oakdale, MN 

Giving Thanks... 
The end of year celebrations often allow one to ponder the year's events. The AHS or-

ganization is blessed with a host of great volunteers as are local Hosta Societies. In 

2024 we had a great Hosta convention organized by Paula Lehtola and Kathie Sisson. 

Our Executive VP, Mary Schwartzbauer has been able to identify a number of Hosta 

Societies to host future conventions and we can look forward in 2025 to our annual 

convention being held in Peoria, IL co-hosted by Central Illinois Hosta Society and the 

Midwest Regional organization. 

 In 2024 Bob Saathoff, VP Publications has identified a Video Producer, Brendan 

Shick, and has a plan in place to video convention speakers and gardens. It is the AHS 

Board's hope the speaker videos will become a tool for local society meetings to have a 

speaker remotely presenting at membership meetings. 

 In 2024 Kathie Sisson, VP Judging/Exhibitions coordinated the Hosta judges in 

an update of the judging scoring system and offering judges training remotely. This 

created a more convenient training opportunity not in conflict with convention events 

scheduling. 

 In 2024 the AHS Board approved an update to the Hosta Treasury website. The 

software in place was quite old and required a full update. Many thanks to Gayle Hart-

ley Alley & Don Rawson for putting an update plan together. Gayle has worked unerr-

ingly with the software company, to first ensure the update, still in process, works as 

intended and second allows her as the International Registrar to administer the regis-

tration of new Hosta efficiently. 

 Don Dean, a long-term volunteer, who has managed our On-line Auction for 

over a decade has passed the baton to Tom Voystock. The On-line Auction software al-

so needed update and Tom has identified and is process of implementing a new soft-

ware system for managing the On-line Auction. More information about the auction 

will be available soon including plant donations. 

 With all the software changes we have been blessed to have Josh Spece, our dili-

gent Web Editor-in-Chief, whose efforts often are behind the scenes but keeps every-

thing in control. 

 Last but not least two great issues of the Hosta Journal were published under 

the leadership of Danny Lawson, Editor, and great design assistance by Janet Mills of 

Mills Design, LLC. Each issue is a labor of love with interesting articles and great pic-
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tures of Hosta and gardens. 

 I'm sure many other great actions by volunteers has occurred this year and it's 

hard to mention them all. Please remember to thank all the volunteers that give their 

time and talents in support of AHS and local Hosta Societies activities! 

Many Hands Makes Lite Work! Looking forward to 2025! 

S.J.R.& P. Railroad gardens of  Stan & Deb Amesðan AHS 2024 Tour Garden. 

Photos by Mary Vertz 
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Hostas and Associates 
Glenn Herold, Cedarburg, WI 

Why We Garden 

Photos by Glenn Herold 

When I tell people that I have over 1200 different plants in my one-acre yard, they of-

ten say, "That must be a lot of work to maintain!" I reply, "It's not work if you enjoy 

what you're doing." There are a lot of reasons why I garden. As a horticulture graduate 

from the University of Wisconsin - Madison and a professor of horticulture for 32 

years, I love plants and want to try out as many as I possibly can, within limits, of 

course. I am especially interested in unusual plants and recent cultivar introductions. I 

want to find out firsthand whether they can survive in my area, and under what grow-

ing conditions they thrive. To me, gardening is a challenge.  

 These thoughts are echoed by many of my gardening friends and acquaintances. 

Mary Ann says that "collecting, growing and analyzing different genre of plants is in-

teresting and teaches me a lot about parts of the world I don't know." Marcia echoes 

this by stating that she gardens "to learn about nature and all the associated flora and 

fauna in our world." Dave also likes the challenge of gardening, especially plants that 

aren't from his location. He particularly relishes growing plants that the landscapers 

don't put in every garden. 

 Peggy says that she feels relaxed, happy and peaceful when she is in her garden, 

and loves the warmth of the sun on her back. Mary Ann goes further by stating that 

the soil connects her to the bigger picture, the flow of energy that runs through the en-

tire universe. Marcia sees gardening as both a spiritual and emotional connection with 

the earth. Bob finds it relaxing, a way to unwind after a day at work. He says that 

"nothing is better than being next to nature." 

 Gardeners tend to be creative and use plants as a way of expressing that creativi-

ty. Joy loves to see changes in texture and color. Jack says that "the garden is a pal-

ette." Mary Ann is always looking for a different way to better arrange plants, and to 

create comfortable environments for her family, friends, and herself.  

 Most gardeners also garden to attract birds, butterflies, and bees. This thought 

was expressed by Peggy, Joy, Marcia, and Bob. Most gardeners are also willing to 

share their gardens with others. Jack said that he likes to see happy faces and to make 

new friends. Isnôt that why hostas are called ñthe friendship plant?ò Many new friends 

have been made by sharing hostas and by attending local and national conventions.  

 Dorothy sums it up best in her "Why I Love Gardening" statement:  She says: "I 
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once heard a woman say about a neighbor, 'she spends all her time in the garden.' Up-

on hearing this, she could be describing me. Why (do I spend most of my free time in 

the garden?) Gardening has become an art form for me. Designing each area with re-

gard to form, texture, and color while incorporating new and interesting plants has 

given me great satisfaction. Then there is the physical value of exercise, sun, and fresh 

air that contribute to good health. Working with the earth has enormous therapeutic 

value. Gardening teaches patience and slows one down in this fast-paced world we live 

in. Nature has its own speed; one can plant but cannot command quick results. Shar-

ing my garden with other garden lovers has brought me great friendships. I could sum 

up my love for gardening in one phrase: gardening gives me a sense of purpose." 

 Whether your garden is large or small, enjoy every minute you spend in it. And 

share that love with others.  

My shade garden provides a sense of serenity and artistic accomplishment. 
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View from inside the house looking at the shade garden 
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The color green provides a calming feeling. 
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GO HOSTAS! 
Warren I. Pollock, Glen Mills, PA 

 

  
 

                                 
ñWe built our own                          
hosta greenhouse!ò 

 

  
  
  
  
  

Editorôs Note: Following article provided by Don Rawson for Warrenôs Go Hosta!  column.  

The Dream Revisitedé 

Written by Gail J. Russo 

Dave and Gail Russo of Cedarville, New Jersey built the greenhouse of their 
dreams. Here, they describe the entire adventure from start to finish. Admitting 
that the project was more difficult than initially perceived, they were pleased with 
the outcome and say that it was well worth the effort! 

The Dilemma 

Have you ever been faced with a gardening dilemma that had a relatively easy fix, but 
your ambition, dreams, and drive turned that easy fix into a project? Then the plan-
ning stages of your project were inspired by your online research into what other DIY 
dreamers have created and your project turned into a major undertaking? 

 That is exactly what happened to us when we were faced with numerous trays 
of hosta seedlings and potted hostas in an environment that has become trickier to 
manage. 

 Apparently, the USDA agrees with our conclusion that our weather patterns 
are changing, since they recently updated the national Planting Hardiness Zones 
map by raising the zones in all areas to account for the increased temperature lows. 
We live in southern New Jersey that has a unique temperature pattern largely due to 
being a peninsula surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean and Hudson Bay on all but the 
north side. The water temperature keeps the air warmer in the winter than the north-
ern part of the state that is landlocked. As children, we fondly recall playing in the 



 

AHS eNewsletter 10 Jan 2025 

snow. Now, we are not only dreaming of a white Christmas but we dream of seeing a 
single snowflake! We have all also experienced the polar vortexes that suddenly drop 
freezing air from the north, which is not altered by the warmer water around us. It is 
these tricky patterns that created our gardening dilemma. 

 After a mild winter, in the spring we found that we had lost several hostas and 
they all had a common clue. Each variety that died had been planted in a pot ð either 
sitting on the ground or sunk in the ground ð and each had rotted away. Our precipi-
tation had fallen as rain all winter, which seemed beneficial. But between the rains, we 
had varying degrees of cold air, sometimes very cold but more often above freezing. 
The garden soil did not have any standing water, which indicates good drainage and is 
perfect for hostas planted in the ground. But it was a different story with the pots. The 
polar vortex had frozen the ground solid, which was then thawed by warmer air when 
the wind direction changed. Unfortunately, only the top few inches of soil had thawed 
before it rained again and this left puddles of water in the pots, unable to drain 
through the still-frozen soil at the bottom of the pots where the drain holes are. Then 
it got cold again and the standing water at the top of the pots froze, destroying the cells 
of the hosta crowns in the pots. 

 So, do we chalk this up to a weird winter or do we take it as a sign of future 
weather trends and change our fall habits to prepare for unpredictable winters? With 
our extensive and expensive collection of hostas, we opted to play it safe and take steps 
to prevent future losses due to weather extremes. 

 The pots that were sunk in the ground were fairly easy to prepare by drilling 
holes in the sides at the soil line so they could drain out. Many gardeners opt to tip 
loose pots on their sides or stack them together with a cover over them. Others opt to 
place all pots inside an unheated building, allowing them to remain dormant from 
cold, yet protected from precipitation. Since we have a large number of voles that are 
active in the winter, tipping pots or stacking them together on the ground is not a good 
idea because it would create a vole buffet. We decided to place them inside an unheat-
ed building. 

 Because of the steadily growing number of pots and trays that required protec-
tion, we were quickly out of space. We do not have a garage to evict a vehicle from. We 
have a few sheds that house necessary gardening equipment, one of which was more 
than 30 years old with a leaking roof. Dysfunctional and a waste of space, truly. 

 What we really needed was a big greenhouse. We had always dreamed of having 
one, and already have a tiny one, filled to capacity. So why not tear down the aged, 
dysfunctional shed and replace it with the greenhouse we always wanted? Easy, right?
In theory, it is easy, but we found out it was way more difficult than we had ever 
counted on. Some dreams are worth the pain, and this was one of them.  

The Planning  

Since we had already settled on a greenhouse, we had to decide what type of structure 
we wanted and how to make it happen. So, we joined several greenhouse groups on 
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Facebook and scoured the Internet for inspiration and ideas. A hoop house with plas-
tic covering is the most practical, but we dreamed of more. The huge Victorian style 
real-glass buildings are beautiful, but over-the-top and expensive. Both of us are re-
tired and living on a budget, so expensive was unrealistic, but we do have a bit of 
skill. I am creative, artistic, and smart enough to learn from online videos and books, 
and skilled at working with concrete and paint. David is a workhorse with the drive to 
bring the dream to reality. The hidden gem was our longtime friend Pat, who has some 
construction experience and is smart enough to figure out what he does not know al-
ready. He agreed to help us build our dream from the ground up and we began dis-
cussing our options and planning the details. We scoured Metaôs Marketplace and 
Craigslist for cheap, used materials and we managed to score a large lot of closely sim-
ilar old-fashioned, wooden framed windows and a large lot of reclaimed lumber, all for 
less than $300. We found an old quaint wooden door for $20. The best surprise came 
when the lumber was delivered by a contractorôs helper and he gifted us with a set of 
French patio doors he was supposed to dispose of. The windows and doors became the 
inspiration and we planned the details of the build around them. Being reclaimed, the 
windows and doors required stripping, sanding, cutting to size, repair, and refinishing 
to ready them for use. I started this task in July. 

 Davidôs job was to tear down the old shed and prepare the site for the building as 
well as to determine the layout and how big it could be. It was September before we 
had completed these tasks and compiled enough materials to even think about begin-
ning construction. 

David Russo tearing down the old shed to 
prepare the site for the new greenhouse. 

An antique door that we purchased for $20 to 
refinish as the back door of the greenhouse  
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Matching windows that we purchased from a re-

placement window contractor to refinish for the 

new greenhouse.  

A window that has been stripped, sanded, 

and repaired, now ready to be coated with 

outdoor paint. 

Reclaimed windows that have been stripped, 

sanded, repaired, and cut to the correct size, 

waiting to be coated with outdoor paint.  

Area where the old shed used to be, 

cleared of the shed and brush, ready for 

the initial layout of the new greenhouse 

floor plan to see how big it could be and if 

more brush or trees need removal.  
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We assembled a 16ô x 20ô box 

from scrap lumber to visual-

ize the floor plan placement 

and determine where the 

ground needed to be leveled.  

Squaring up the frame to place the 

corner cross lines; preparing to 

build the frame for the concrete 

foundation pour.  
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The Build 

In September, we had the basic plan with layout and size, and still had the weather on 
our side to begin the foundation. We had settled on a permeable floor, requiring no 
preparation, but we needed a solid foundation to build the window walls on top of. 
Our natural soil in South Jersey is primarily sandy, so a concrete foundation with foot-
ers was necessary. After measuring, leveling, and building the frames, we dug the 
holes for the footers and began the task of mixing and pouring the (80) 80# bags of 
cement. We mixed three bags at a time and it took us a week to fully complete it all. 
The hardest part was keeping it all level from side to side and front to back. The di-
mensions we settled on were 16 ft. wide by 20 ft. long, leaving lots of room for er-
ror.  We are truly humbled by the task we thought was so easy and marvel at the com-
plexity of commercial buildings and skyscrapers, baffled by how the engineers manage 
to get it perfect. They certainly earned those degrees and deserve the pay they re-
ceive.   

Placing the auger to dig out the footers; centering it underneath where the perimeter 

lines cross. Six footers were dug, each 24ò deep.  
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Cardboard footing forms were placed in the 

holes that were dug with the auger, and were 

filled with concrete, after a stake is hammered 

into the ground. The stake ties the footer to 

the foundation and extends up into the corner 

row of the block wall, tying it all togetherΦ  

The left side of the foundation was framed and 

concrete was mixed and poured into the footers 

and the perimeter, while making sure it was level 

from front to back and side to side.  

The right side of the foundation was com-

pleted, also making sure it was level all the 

way around.  

The first row of the concrete kick wall 

was placed so it was square and level; 

tied into the staked corner with the edge 

of the block lined up underneath the 

string to keep it straight.  
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While the first row of the block wall was being completed all the way around, we 

brought in dirt fill to bring the floor up lo level.  

The second row of block was placed, making 

sure it was level and straight, and the block 

had staggered joints.  

The second row of block was completed all the 

way around, with spaces left for the doors.  
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The holes in the block are filled with con-

crete where necessary, so anchor bolts can be 

set in the block to mount the sill plate.  

The wooden sill plate was installed and the 

bolts were tightened to secure it. This was 

the critical piece that joined the wood to the 

concrete so when the walls were nailed to 

the wooden sill plate they didnôt fall over. 

We also laid landscape cloth on the floor to 

prepare for the gravel and to keep the or-

ange dirt from tracking into our house.  

The studs that will frame the window 
walls were nailed together, leaving open 
space for the windows to be mounted as 
the walls. The completed frames were 
screwed to the sill plate with temporary 
braces to hold them in place until they 
could all be joined together.  
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 Next came two courses of concrete block for the kick wall and placement of the 
sill plate to secure the window studs to. Again, professional masons have earned 
their pay because it was not easy to keep those rows of block straight and level! An-
other 20 bags of cement were mixed to complete the two rows of block with anchors 
set for the sill plate installation. The concrete work was completed in two weeks and 
we were ready to begin the construction of the walls. 

 We could not find used studs, so we had to purchase them along with the sill 
plate lumber. The next step was to build the framing studs to hold the window walls. 
This is where Patôs expertise came in handy, since we had never constructed a build-
ing before and knew little about it. If the window walls of the building were not 
straight and level, the roof would not fit right and the building would not be sturdy. 
After the windows were installed, we filled the remaining wall space with plywood 
and installed the doors. Some important decisions were made at this point that re-
fined our project. A special hosta friend had visited our gardens and gifted us with a 
gorgeous stained-glass piece that he had constructed featuring our last name. We de-
cided the perfect place for this masterpiece was on the front of our building, with the 
sun shining through the glass. We also decided to use leftover siding from a repair 
made to our home in order for the greenhouse to match the exterior of our home. So 
instead of painting the plywood, we covered it with waterproofing barrier and then 
we learned how to install siding to complete the outside. It was late November before 
all of this was accomplished, since Pat only had the weekends off and we needed his 
skill to get it right. The weather had cooperated up to this point, but winter was clos-
ing in and it became uncomfortable working outside. We decided to pause the pro-
ject until spring.   

The top row of windows and the corner win-

dows are also fixed and do not open, so they 

are mounted next.  

As the stud frames were completed on each 
side, we began attaching the windows that 
make up the walls. The bottom row of win-
dows is fixed in place and they do not open.  
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The second row of windows will open for ven-

tilation with heat sensitive automatic devices, 

so they are mounted to the top row of windows 

with hinges. We also install plywood and sid-

ing to finish the outside corners.  

After both sides and the front of the window 

walls were completed, the header was secured 

across the front to install the French doors. The 

back plywood wall was nailed into place and the 

back door was installed.  

Plywood was nailed to the front and back to fill 

overtop and around the doors, and a water-

proof barrier was added to protect the wood.   

Siding was installed to the front and back to 

complete the building up to the roof line.  

 Temporary bracing ties were placed 

across the top to hold the walls for the winter 

until the roof could be built.  
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 A warm spell a week later gave us the opportunity to construct the concrete 
ramp up into the building (another 20 bags) so it could fully cure before spring. 

We constructed wooden wedge forms for the 

ramp and temporarily fixed them with rebar.  

Concrete was mixed and poured in batches, with 

horizontal rebar added to help tie the layers to-

gether until the height and slope of the form was 

reached. The concrete was poured starting at the 

thickest part below the door, and was allowed to 

set just enough to support the next layer until 

the top was reached and the slope of the form 

was correct. Then it had the entire winter to ful-

ly harden and cure.  

 We spent the winter months planning the roof details and shopping for the 
necessary materials. We wanted a clear roof for maximum solar penetration, but it 
also needed to be sturdy enough to withstand our weather extremes, including the 
possibility of heavy snow. We decided on clear polycarbonate panels with green alu-
minum roofing panels for the edges and the peak. Materials of this sort are not often 
found used, so we had to splurge on new materials for this and it was our biggest ex-
pense at $1200. We also had to purchase the necessary screws/nails and the electri-
cal fixtures like lights and a fan. We researched and dreamed about finishing this 
project until the warmer weather of spring allowed us to resume construction. 

  The first task in spring was constructing the trusses for the roof. We used the 
reclaimed lumber for this, and made our own joining braces from plywood. Pat was a 
huge help, figuring out the precise measurements and angles necessary to bear the 
roofing panels. When everything was ready, we asked our grandson to assist with the 
installation because we were not physically agile enough to climb on the roof and at-
tach the panels. This took several weekends to accomplish because the weather 
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turned rainy and unmanageable. During the week, we placed landscape fabric across 
the floor and filled the interior with pea gravel. We found a Marketplace clearance of 
leftover patio pavers and got enough to create a walkway through the center of the 
building, from door to door. We also installed plywood to cover the interior studs and 
coated it with exterior paint. Using leftover lumber, we constructed a workbench 
against the back wall. It is the only fixed object in the building. 

 When the roof was completed, Pat decided it would not look right without an 
eave and soffit, so he constructed these from scrap lumber and we learned how to fin-
ish them with vinyl. Lastly, we installed interior lighting, outlets and fans. 

As each truss was constructed, it was hung up-

side down in place until all the trusses were com-

pleted and roof construction was ready to begin.  

The trusses were flipped upright and fas-

tened to the top of the window walls, then 

tied together with cross beams.  

After all the trusses were secured 

and tied together, we installed 

plywood, barrier and siding to the 

front and back of the building.  














































































