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o Piroelstiidelnt-iiess Me s s a

Amy “oPetiensony Oakdal e, MN

e
Giving .Thanks

The end of year celebrations often all ow
gani zation is blessed with a host of grea
2024 we had a great Hosta convention orga
Our Executive VP, Mary Schwartzbauer has

Societies to host future conventions and
convention being -hesttednbRe€&€enayral LI tbino

Mi dwest Regional organization.

Il n 2024 Bob Saathoff, VP Publications
Shick, and has a plan in place to video c
Board's hope the speaker videos will beco
speaker remotely presenting at member ship

Il n 2024 Kathie Sisson, VP Judging/ Exhi't
an update of the judging scoring system a
created a more convenient training opport
scheduling.

Il n 2024 the AHS Board approved an updat
software in place was quite old and requi
|l ey All ey & Don Rawson for putting an upd
i ngly with the software company, to first
i ntended and second all ows her as the 1 nt
tration of new Hosta efficiently.

Don Deanteamloobunteer, whol ihmes Alamntaigern
over a decade has passed thdt¢imat Amct o ofiom
so needed update and Tom has i1identified a
ware system for-lmarmaducg i ome ®mre i nfor ma
will be available soon including plant do

With all the software changes we have
ent Webi t€di ¢for whose efforts often are b
hing 1 n control

Last but not | east two great i ssues of
the | eadership of Danny Lawson, Editor, a
Mi |l |l s Design, LLC. Each i1issue is a |l abor

g
t
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tures of Hosta and gardens.

l " m sure many other great actions by vc
hard to mention them all. Pl ease remember
time and talents in support of AHS and 1| o

Many Hands Makes Lite Work! Looking forwa
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Cedar burg, WI

Why We Gar den

Photos by Gl enn Herold

tell people that | haveaorveery alr2d,0 t
, " That must be a | ot of work to m
u're doing." There are a |l ot of re
e Uni ver sMatdyi soofn Vdinsdc can spirmof essor of
| | ove plants and want to try out
am especially interested in unu
i nd out firsthand whether they ¢
i ng conditions they thrive. To me, garden

These thoughts are echoed by many of my
ry Ann says that "collecting, growing a
resting and teaches me a | ot about part
i's by stating that she gardens "to | ear
una in our world." Dave also |ikes the
en't from his | ocation, He particularly
n't put in every garden.

Peggy says that she feels relaxed, haptg
d Il oves the warmth of the sun on her ba
e soil connects her to the bigger pictu
r
e

Q_m—hl—l'!-l'z
o =~ 9 T 0D QO

e universe. Marcia sees gardening as b
eart h. Bob finds it relaxing, a way t
othing iIis better than being next to nat

Gardeners tend to be creative and use j
ty. Joy |l oves to see changes in texture a
ette." Mary Ann is always | ooking for a d
create comfortable environments for her f

Most gardeners also garden to attract |
was expressed by Peggy, Joy, Marci a, and
share their gardens with others. Jack sai
new fridnds.atl snvhy h dishtea sf raireen arShdimniye dpé wnt 7
have been made by sharing hostas and by a

Dorothy sums it up best i n her "Why 1| 1

~ ~ ~+
S5 I3 T3 35S
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once heard a woman say about a neighbor,
on hearing this, she could be describing
the garden?) Gardening has become an art
gard to form, texture, and color while in
given me great satisfaction. Then there i
air that contribute to good health. Worki
val ue. Gardening teaches pati emaxe dandrdldo
I n. Nature has its own speed; one can pl a
i ng my garden with other garden | overs ha
up my | ove for gardening in one phrase: g

Whet her your garden is |l arge or small,
share that | ove with others.

&7

My shade garden pfovides a sense bf serenity and
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View from inside the house |l ooking at the shade
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Wairtic:en lo P10 |

Edi®#oNote: Following article préGwi ddod dthy mbon Rawson for Ws

The DreaméRevisited

Written by Gail J Russo

Dave and Gai l Russo of Cedarvill e, New Je
dr eams. Here, they describe the entire ac
that the project was more difficult than
the outcome and say that it was well wort
The Dil emma

Have you ever been faced with a gardeni ng
your ambition, dreams, and drive turned t
ning stages of your project were inspirec
dreamers have created and your project tu

That I s exactly what happened to us wh
of hosta seedlings and potted hostas in &
manage.

Apparently, the USDA agrees with our ¢
are changing, since they recently updatec
map by raising the zonesiincrallsedr ¢ @mpieo ¢
We |ive in southern New Jersey that has &
being a peninsula surrounded by the Atl ar
north side. The water temperature keeps t
ern part of the state that is | andlocked
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Ssnow. Now, we are not only dreaming of a
single snowflake! We have al/l al so experi
freezing air from the north, which ils nost
these tricky patterns that created our ga

After a mild winter, iIin the spring we f
h ad Eaa ccho nvnaorni ectlyuet.hat di ed eh ad elre

the groumMd nadr esawrmk hiard triod tgerdo we
en as rain all winter, whi
es of cold air, someti me
I'd not have any standing

pl anted I the ground.
r ound sol i d,
Wi fortunately
re it rained this |l eft pudd
ugh -ftrhoez esnt isloli | at the bottom of the ¢
ot cold again and the standing water
he hosta crowns in the pots.

o, do we chalk this up to a weird wint
weat her trends and change ou fall habits
our extensive and expensi ve |  ection of
to prevent future | osses due o weat her e

The pots that were sunk 1 n the gro
S I nat htehesideisl |l ine so they coul
e pots on their sides or st aktkhetrhs
e al l pots i nside an unheated bui
yet protected from precipitatio
i n the winter, tipping pots or st a
cause it wouWed dcerceiadteed at ov opllea cbeu ftfhee
di ng.

Because of thensmbaedi by goowi agd trays

—_ <
Q

n
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t

tion, we were (Wecldloy nmut hafvesmagea.r age to
have a few sheds that house necessary gar
than 30 years old with a | eaking roof. Dy

What we really needeWNewhsadaabwgygr derhc
one, and already have a tiny one, filled
dysfunctional shed and replace it with th
Il n theory, It IS easy, but we found out I
counted on. Some dreams are worth the pai

The Planning

Since we had already settled on a greenho
we wanted and how Stoo mweek g oiitn ehda pspeevre.r al g

AH® Newsl|l etter 10 Jan 2025



Facebook and s

co
tic covering 1is
n
n

ed the I nternet for ins
e most practical, but w
reglass buil di atr lete dpe aauntd feud p e rbsuitv en.v eB «
tired and | i vi on a budget, so expensiyv
skill laam creative, artistic, and smart enou
and skilled at working with concrete and
bring the dr EBlaen hioddemlgem.was our | ongti
construction experience and iIs smart enou
ready. He agreed to help us build our dre
cussing our options and plan®i Mar kdtepldadt a
Craigslist for cheap, used materials and
ilar old-fashioned, wooden framed windows and a large lot of reclaimed lumber, all for

| ess than $300. We found an ol d quaint wo
when the |l umber was dEl|l heleperd &diyd ahe oqit fr ta
French patio doors he was supposed to dis

ur
t h
gs

g

i nspiration and we planned the details of
wi ndows and doors required stripping, san
to ready them for wuse. | started this tas

Dav& dj ob was to tear down the old shed
well as to determine the | ayout and how b
had completed these tasks and compiled en

ning construction.

David
prepar

AH® Newsl|l etter



Matching windows {1
pl acement window contr ad¢s
new greenhouse.

A window that has been

outdoor paint

4

Recl ai med windows that hzyeabe grgt{hgpepd she

sanded, repaired, and cutlggrwgeOPO{agcghg&zgh

waiting to be coated WitﬁhgufﬁPP{aPafg§but of
floor plan to see how
more brush or trees ne

AH® Newsl|l etter 12 Jan 2025

and repaired, now ready



We a s s e nbi@e0ddo x

from scrap | umber
ize the floor plan
and determine wher e
ground needed to be

Squaring up the frar
corner c¢cross | ines;
build the frame for
foundation pour.

AH® Newsl|l etter 13 Jan 2025



The Buil d

Il n September, we ha the basic plan with

our side to begin the foundation. We had

preparation, but we needed a solid founda
OQur natwural soil I n South Jersey is pri ma
ers was necessary. After measuring, | evel
holes for the footers and began the task

cement. We mixed three bags at a ti me and
The hardest part was keeping it all/l |l evel
mensions we settled on were 16 ft. wide b
rowe are truly humbled by the task we tho
plexity of commerci al buil dings and skysc
to get iThepgerckeedctdainly earned those degree

ceive.

g S —adt TS E S B - el {_;g‘;a:.‘ S
Pl acing the auger to dig out the footers; cetl
l ines cross. Six 24édaep.s were dug, each

s
3=
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The second row of blocKhgasegloadedowmaki hdgock w
sure it was | evel and

svayaiaglundanwi the splacels |
had staggered joints.
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!

The wooden

sill plate was
bolts were tightened to s
_ the critical piece that |
n T &2 = concrete so when the wal
The holes in the block hhe wpprdea ®itdh fedlalt eot ere
crete where necessary, ¥ ahéRotabdlitandarape cl
set in the block to mouBRfeppeesfpr phateravel ar
ange dirt from tracking
The studs that will fra
wall s were nailed toget
space for the windows t
the walls. The compl ete
screwed to the sild/l pl a
braces to hold them in
could al/l be joined tog
G54 s i SR ‘ : 5. B
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Ne x t came two courses of concrete bl oc

si I pl ate to secure the window studs to.
their pay because it was not easy to keep
ot her 20 bags of cement were mixed to con
set for the sild]l plate installation. The
we were ready to begin the construction o

We could not find used studs, so we ha
pl ate | umber. The next step was to build
This I s &awhexmgerPtaitse came in handy, since
i ng before and Krfew hlei twti Ined oavb omatl list .of t h«
straight and | evel, the roof would not fi
After the windows were installed, we fil/l
and installed the doors. Some iIimportant d
fined our project. A special hosta friend
gorgeousglsaas npidece that he had construct
cided the perfect place for this masterpi
sun shining through the gl ass We al so de
made to our home in order for the greenho
i nstead of painting the plywood, we cover
we | earned how to install siding to compl
all of this was accomplished, since Pat o
skill to get it right. The weather had co
i ng in and it became uncomfortable workin
ject until spring.

AH® Newsl|l etter 18 Jan 2025
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A warm spell a week | ater gave us the

ramp up into the building (another 20 bag

We

® Concrete was [ p
horizont al t

gether unt.i the height
reached. The concrete was
constructed wooden wadgReSEPTPartOobeiB® the d
ramp and temporarily fEé?djhg?mewioh@hr?%a%uppor
the top was reached and t
was correct. Then it had
l'y harden and cure.

We spent the winter months planning th

cessary Wmatwamit @ldsa cl ear roof for maxir
so needed to be sturdy enough to withst
ssibility of heavy snow. We decided on

num roofing panels for the edges and th
und used, so we had to splurge on new n
nse at $1200. We also had to purchase t
| fixtures |Iike |lights and a fan. We re
oject until the war mer weather of sprin
The first task in spring was construct
cl aimed | umber for this, and made our o
ge help, figuring out the precise measu
ofing panel s When everything was ready
stallation because we were not physical
ch the panel s This took several weeken
Newsl etter 20 Jan 2025



turned rainy and unmanageabl e. During the
the floor and filled the interior with pe
| eftover patio pavers and got enough to c
buil ding, from door to door. We also inst
coated it with exterior paint. Using | eft
against the back wall It i s the only fix

When the roof was completed, Pat deci de
eave and soffit, so he constructed these
i sh them with vinyl. Lastly, we installed

5%

As each truss was const IThet ed,usisteswaverteurfd i pp-ed
side down in place untilt ealeld ttlhhe tthreu s s owWe rt eh ec
pleted and roof construatiieadn twagetrheadwittd apisrs

Af ter all the trusse
and tied together, w
pl ywood, barrier and
front and back of th
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